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Summary of the term To exchange ideas and share good practice there was a meeting at Campus des 

Nations on 18-Sept-18, chaired by the Director of Education, for guidance counsellors across the three 

campuses. On 04-Nov-18 there was a conference in Florence for guidance counsellors from around the 

world. Training in Maia, the online platform for guidance counsellors that will replace Naviance, took 

place on 12-Nov-18 at LGB. For Year 11 there was an assembly about design on 11-Oct-18, the arts on 

20-Nov-18, mathematics on 13-Dec-18 and about option choices in general on 22-Nov-18. A Year 11 

parent information evening to outline the IBDP and IBCP took place on 22-Nov-18. Most of Year 11 

have now had an individual guidance meeting. Those who have not will have a guidance meeting early 

next term. For Year 12 there was an induction session about guidance on 05-Sept-18 and a parent 

information evening on 17-Sept-18. For Year 13 there was a parent information evening on 19-Sept-18 

and a coffee morning on 12-Dec-18. For candidates to Oxford and Cambridge practice interviews were 

offered inside school by teaching staff and outside by past parents Mr and Mrs Macdonald. Several 

alumni spoke about their current undergraduate experiences at UK and US institutions including the 

University of Cambridge and Savannah College of Art and Design. In total fifty university 

representatives from nine different countries gave presentations on their respective institutions. 

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit on 10-Oct-18 by Notre Dame University (IN-USA) Notre 

Dame University is among the top twenty institutions in the USA. Students do not have to decide about 

their choice of major until the end of the second year of undergraduate study. Even at undergraduate 

level there are many opportunities for research. The campus has a community feel, fostered especially 

by living in the residence halls. Housing is guaranteed for all four years, but many students in their 

fourth year, especially if they have spent a year abroad, decide to move into private accommodation. 

Over four hundred clubs and societies give scope for developing personal interests. The study body is 

seven per cent international, the largest numbers coming from Asia and Latin America. With a 

population of some 200,000, Notre Dame is a medium sized city. It offers plenty of opportunity for 

service work, although this is not a requirement for the completion of a degree. Graduates from Notre 

Dame University are a force for good in the world. There is a limited number of merit scholarships. 

Candidates are asked to compete for these on being selected after applying. SAT or ACT is needed. The 

requirement for documentation of language proficiency is waived if a student is shown to be at the right 

level of English through their current IB courses. For more details go to https://www.nd.edu/. 

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit on 10-Oct-18 by Tulane University (USA-LA) Tulane 

University is located in traditional buildings on a tramline that leads to the centre New Orleans. With its 

architecture and streets, the city has a European feel. Tulane University is a superb centre for studying 

public health. For internships there are close connections with the World Health Organisation. Rather 

than focusing just on the individual body, students look at controlling disease within a wider population. 

Public health naturally covers a broad area: from mental health and wearing a seat belt to steps that need 

to be taken after a destructive hurricane. Tulane University is very flexible, so students can follow any 

major they wish without any separate application. There are five schools: liberal arts, architecture, 

science and engineering, business and public health. For international students scholarships are 

available. Awarded each year on the basis of academic merit are about eight full scholarships. SAT or 

ACT is needed for entry. For more details go to https://tulane.edu/.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit on 25-Sept-18 by Santa Clara University (CA-USA) Santa 

Clara University, according to US News, is currently the No.1 regional institution in the south-west and 

the No.2 business school in California. A recent addition is the 4+1 programme, which offers a bachelors 

in four years and masters in one year in accounting and finance. There is also a 3+2 programme, which 

gives a bachelors and masters degree in Engineering. A new hall of residence has just been built, which 

has 360 beds, this being part of the move to expand the campus to about 6,000 undergraduates. The 

quality of the applicants is sufficient to justify the move. For entry to Arts and Sciences the mid-range 

SAT score is 1330 to 1430, for ACT 28 to 31. Alongside SAT or ACT, the admissions office would like 

to see a prediction of around 35 points in the IB diploma. Anyone considering Engineering should take 

at least HL Maths and Physics, with the addition ideally of HL Chemistry, but otherwise SL Chemistry. 

https://www.nd.edu/
https://tulane.edu/


Stemming from its Jesuit foundation, Santa Clara University has a strong commitment to social justice 

and global mindedness. It is an institution that welcomes students who are entrepreneurial, high 

achieving, ready to serve and keen to support. For further details go to https://www.scu.edu/.   

  

Years 11 and 12: Lucerne Information Event Lucerne University of Applied Sciences is running an 

Information Event on 19-Jan-19 and 16-Mar-19 from 09:00 to 14:00. The BSc degree programmes in 

Energy Systems Engineering and in International Business Administration are taught wholly in English. 

Practical solutions are offered to applicants without relevant work experience or with a non-scientific 

background. For more details go to www.hslu.ch/energy-systems.  

 

Years 11 and 12: CyberMath Academy The summer camps are held at Harvard University (06 to 17-

Jul-19) and Stanford University (15 to 27-Jul-19). The variety of options include College Prep 

(SAT/ACT, College Counselling and Application Planning), Maths, Coding, Robotics, Game Design 

and Physics. CyberMath Academy’s advanced and challenging courses from outstanding teachers pave 

the way to top colleges. MIT, Caltech and others give priority to students who succeed in the 

competitions for which CyberMath Academy prepares them. Registration is at https://cybermath.org.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Italian universities The following institutions teach certain degree programmes 

wholly in English: University of Bari Aldo Moro www.uniba.it Medicine ■ Bocconi University (Milan) 

www.unibocconi.eu International Economics and Management / International Politics and Government 

/ World Bachelor in Business ■ Ca’ Foscari University (Venice) www.unive.it Digital Management / 

Philosophy, International and Economic Studies ■ Humanitas University (Milan) www.hunimed.eu 

Medicine ■ John Cabot University* (Rome) www.johncabot.edu Liberal Arts with majors in English, 

Art History, Classical Studies, History, Marketing, Political Science ■ LUISS Guido Carli University 

(Rome) www.luiss.edu Economics and Business / Management and Computer Science ■ Istituto 

Marangoni (Milan/Florence) https://www.istitutomarangoni.com Interior Design / Product Design / 

Fashion Design / Multimedia Arts / Art History and Culture  ■ Marist College* (Florence) 

www.italy.marist.edu   Liberal Arts with majors in Fine Arts, Conservation Studies, Fashion Design, 

Marketing Communication ■ NABA (Milan) https://www.naba.it Design / Creative Technologies / 

Fashion Design / Media Design ■ University of Pavia www.unipv.eu Medicine ■ Sapienza University 

(Rome)  www.uniroma1.it Medicine ■ University of Siena https://en.unisi.it Economics and Banking ■ 

University of Turin www.unito.it Business and Management / Global Law. The IB diploma is needed 

for the completion of Italian degrees, while the CP allows for access to US degrees*.  

 

Years 11 and 12: McGill Summer Academy From 07 to 20-Jul-19 and 21-Jul to 03-Aug-19, students 

in Years 11 and 12/Grades 10 and 11 from across the world will have the opportunity to participate in 

classes, workshops, and social activities introducing them to university life, McGill and Montréal - all 

while being hosted in a McGill Residence. Students are invited to submit their applications online as of 

17-Jan-19. Applications must be submitted by 07-Feb-19. For more details and to sign up to the mailing 

list go to https://www.mcgill.ca/summeracademy/.  

 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: Summer School UK Reach Cambridge offers two-week and four-week 

programmes between 30-Jun-19 and 10-Aug-19. The main subjects include Biotechnology, Medicine, 

Engineering, Physics, Mathematics, Computer Science, English Literature and Politics. The additional 

taster courses include Creative Writing, Architecture, Coding, Filmmaking and Music. Accommodation 

is in a Cambridge University college or Reach Hall in the centre of Cambridge. The costs are £3895 for 

two weeks and £6995 for four weeks. For more details go to www.reachcambridge.com.  

 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: Summer Discovery Summer Discovery offers academic courses and 

internships at major institutions in the USA and UK including UCLA, University of Michigan, 

University of Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins University, University of Cambridge and City University of 

London. There are over three hundred courses ranging from Architecture, Computer Programming and 

History to Mathematics, Medicine, Science and Sport. For details go to www.summer.discovery.com.  

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations, mark.grant@ecolint.ch.  
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