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Year 13: UCAS Applications With offers gradually being received, now is the time to start thinking 

about which institution will be listed as the firm (first) choice and which the insurance (second) choice. 

It is sensible to ensure that the firm choice is demanding a higher score than the insurance choice. Once 

this choice is made, all the other offers must be declined. The deadline for choosing depends on when 

the last offer has been received. UCAS Track will give the personal deadline. Accommodation can 

always be arranged at the firm choice, although some insurance choices allow this to be done too. Details 

about registering for accommodation can be found on the websites of each institution.  

 

Years 12 and 13: League of European Research Universities LERU is an association of some of the 

most renowned research universities in Europe. Membership is periodically evaluated against research, 

funding, disciplinary breadth and peer-recognised academic excellence. The twenty-three members are: 

Amsterdam, Barcelona, Cambridge (see Guidance Bulletin 1 and 43), Copenhagen, Trinity College 

Dublin, Edinburgh, Freiburg-im-Breisgau (see Guidance Bulletin 18), Geneva, Heidelberg, Helsinki, 

Leiden, KU Leuven, Imperial College London, University College London (see Guidance Bulletin 40), 

Lund, Milan, Oxford, Sorbonne, Paris Sud, Strasbourg, Utrecht and Zurich. For more details about 

LERU go to https://www.leru.org/.  

 

Year 12: Notes from the International Counsellors' Conference on 24-Feb-20 at LSE The London 

School of Economics and Political Science was founded in 1895. With over forty undergraduate degrees 

on offer, LSE is not just a place for Economics, a new degree in Data Science, for example, starting in 

2021. 47 per cent of the students come from the UK, 53 per cent from the rest of the world. There has 

been a particular growth in applicants from China and India. With such competition, in some instances 

with a 13:1 ratio of applications to places, even outstanding students may be rejected. EU students 

starting in 2020 will pay home fees for the duration of their degree, and be eligible for a loan towards 

tuition fees, but the arrangements for 2021 have not yet been confirmed. When applying through UCAS, 

the personal statement should be focussed on the subject to be studied, academic interest outweighing 

extracurricular activities. No one is going to quibble over the type of English used in the personal 

statement, whether British, American or Irish. What does matter, however, is that each sentence 

contributes properly to the piece. When writing, therefore, the aim is to be specific, relevant and 

reflective. The admissions system at LSE is centralised: professional staff, rather than lecturers, assess 

applications. Two subjects require entrance tests: Law with LNAT (https://lnat.ac.uk/) and Mathematics 

with TMUA (https://www.admissionstesting.org/). Otherwise applications are centred around the 

personal statement, predicted grades and reference. There are no interviews. Additional subjects, for 

example a free-standing IB subject or four A-levels, do not usually make any difference in the 

application process. Re-sits make an application less competitive, unless there are extenuating 

circumstances, for example illness or bereavement. It is important that potential applicants check the 

LSE website for the level of Mathematics required. Generally, where there is a requirement for 

Mathematics at Higher Level, both Applications and Analysis are acceptable. If there is no requirement 

for Mathematics at Higher Level, then Applications or Analysis are fine at Standard Level, the final 

grade being the key here. Applicants should be aware that university is rather for developing life skills, 

not necessarily to discover a future career, especially since so many people now shift careers. About 70 

per cent of job vacancies, in fact, do not require a particular degree discipline. Internships allow for 

building life skills. A large proportion of those who take up internships are international, although a 

precise figure for this is impossible, many students arranging their own internships and work experience 

outside of the careers service. To see what happens after a degree, https://www.highfliers.co.uk/ and  

https://luminate.prospects.ac.uk/what-do-graduates-do are helpful. The student session underlined the 

main reasons for choosing LSE: location in a cosmopolitan city, focussed degree structure and ease of 

access to the rest of the world. For more information go to http://www.lse.ac.uk/.  

 

Year 12: Bulgarian Universities There are some degree courses in Bulgaria that are taught in English. 

For more details go to https://www.studyinbulgaria.com/. University of Forestry (Sofia) https://ltu.bg/en 

Veterinary Medicine ■ Medical University Varna http://mu-varna.bg/EN/Admission/Pages/programs-

engl.aspx Dentistry, Medicine ■ Sofia University St Kliment Ohridski https://www.uni-
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Accounting, African Studies, European Union and European Integration, Nuclear and Particle Physics, 

Philosophy ■ Trakia University (Stara Zagora) http://uni-sz.bg/ Veterinary Medicine.   

 

Year 12: UCAT Training A one-day course is being offered at La Châtaigneraie on 24-Jun-20 to 

prepare for the University Clinical Aptitude Test (https://www.ucatofficial.com/) for Medicine in the 

UK. Anyone interested in attending should write to Mr Wynne-Jones at david.wynne-jones@ecolint.ch.  

 

Years 11 and 12: UK Medical School Experience This three-day UK Medical School Experience, run 

by admissions staff and current students at Brighton and Sussex Medical School, provides an insight 

into studying medicine in the UK. Participants will be introduced to undergraduate level content to 

understand fully the role of a medical doctor. Sessions will focus on healthcare provision in the UK, the 

UCAS application process and developing a competitive application for medicine. Participants will also 

have the opportunity to take part in mock panel interviews and a mock Multiple Mini Interview. The 

dates are 17 to 19-June-20. The cost is £450. The location is La Grande Boissière. For more details and 

to register contact Sally Walker at sally.walker@ecolint.ch.  

 

Years 11 and 12: London International Youth Science Forum (LIYSF) LIYSF is a fifteen-day 

residential science event based at Imperial College London for students aged 16-21 years old at which 

world-leading scientists give twelve main lecture demonstrations. Five hundred students attend from 

over seventy countries worldwide. There are four (from a choice of over fifty-five) one-day visits to the 

best UK university laboratories (London, Oxford, Cambridge and UK), research centres and scientific 

institutions and four specialist lecture sessions across subjects including Artificial Intelligence, Nano-

technology, Engineering, Robotics, Biology, Medicine, Chemistry, Physics, Maths and Astrophysics. 

The cost of £2,095 includes accommodation, meals, main lectures and specialist lectures, scientific visits 

across the UK, transport during LIYSF, certificate and social programme. The dates are 29-Jul to 12-

Aug-20. Applications are considered on a first come, first served basis, and are open until 11-Jun-20. 

For more details about LIYSF and to book a place go to https://www.liysf.org.uk/.  

 

Years 11 and 12: UK Summer School The Pre-University Summer Programme provides 16-18 year-

old high-school students an opportunity to prepare for future undergraduate study at leading global 

universities. Taught at Newnham College (University of Cambridge), this residential programme is 

intellectually stimulating and intensive. Alongside a programme of talks and specialist seminars are 

essay writing, group supervision, project work and group presentations. There is a choice of two 

programmes: (1) Polar Challenges, Solar Energy, Nanobiotechnology, Social Psychology and European 

Politics from 08 to 18-Jul-20; or (2) Philosophy, Cultural History, Astronomy, Adolescent Psychology 

and Climate Science from 19-Jul to 01-Aug-20. The deadline for booking a place is 17-May-20. For 

more details go to http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/course/pre-university-summer-programme-2020. 

 

Years 11 and 12: Careers websites Get Into Theatre shows the wide range of careers in drama and 

related areas at https://getintotheatre.org/. A topical website, with inspiring photographs, 

https://cieem.net/ gives information about careers in ecology and environmental management. Wanting 

to do something creative needs the focus of some job titles, which is where 

https://discovercreative.careers can be helpful as a guide through the many creative industries. 

 

Years 9, 10 and 11: Music The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) is the 

world’s leading provider of music exams. Each year some 600,000 candidates take the exams in over 

ninety countries. There are eight grades in both practical musicianship and theory. These can be awarded 

a pass, a merit or a distinction. To progress beyond Grade 5 in practical musicianship, Grade 5 in theory 

must be achieved. The University of Cambridge requires for entry to its music degree a merit in Grade 

8 theory. For other institutions, such as the Royal Conservatoire The Hague or the Eastman School of 

Music, ABRSM provides the grounding necessary to compete in the auditions. For more details about 

ABRSM go to https://us.abrsm.org. For ABRSM at Nations write to florence.ursenbacher@ecolint.ch.  

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations mark.grant@ecolint.ch  
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