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Year 12: Notes from the CTCL webinar on 26-May-20 When seeking a university or college in the 

USA, students must reflect carefully on what they actually want from their higher education. Thus a 

personal search is needed. The current health crisis has inevitably changed the nature of that search. To 

start with, grades may be awarded on a different basis. For example, applicants may or may not be able 

to sit standardised tests like SAT or ACT. With the whole world undergoing the same upheaval, 

however, admissions officers naturally are understanding and look instead for personal context. Indeed, 

in an effort to help, hundreds of institutions across the USA have gone test-optional. Hence SAT or ACT 

are not always required. Rather, admissions offices have enhanced their online presence through virtual 

tours, interviews, and information sessions. CTCL institutions are particularly interested in the ability 

of applicants to deal with challenges. How a student has responded to past challenges says much about 

their innate character. Students (and their parents) are understandably interested in the return from their 

investment in higher education. To help, US News (https://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-

universities/rankings) considers peer assessment, faculty resources, selectivity, graduation rates, and 

social mobility. How important are these factors? By contrast, the Gallup-Purdue Index 

(https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/gallup/) reflects not so much on which institution a student attended 

but instead what that student gained from the experience. If an institution is worth the cost, then there 

should have been at least one professor who made learning exciting, a project that took more than one 

semester to complete, active participation in extracurricular activities, a mentor who encouraged the 

pursuit of goals, and opportunities for leadership that are not reserved solely for extraordinary students. 

To answer such questions, there is the detailed National Survey of Student Engagement 

(https://nsse.indiana.edu/html/survey_instruments.cfm), in which 531 institutions last participated. This 

looks at the contact between students and faculty, prompt feedback on assignments, and cooperation 

amongst students. Many doctoral students come from liberal arts institutions such as Swarthmore. 

Carleton, Vassar, St John’s MD, Bryn Mawr, Bard, Pomona, Grinnell and Reed. No less than twenty-

six of the forty-five member institutions were cited as the leading producers of Fulbright Scholars in 

2019. Students must ask the question: does this matter to them? CTCL institutions are inclusive with 

their admissions. The average rate of admissions is therefore about sixty-five per cent, roughly the same 

as the national rate. A degree in liberal arts engenders creative thinking, collaborative work, 

interdisciplinary thinking, data analysis, creative problem solving, and communication skills. These 

represent skills for a lifetime of work in jobs that do not necessarily yet exist. Traditionally, leadership 

is highlighted by serving, for instance, as president of the chess club. Yet employers are rather looking 

at how applicants engage in a team, whether they take the lead, and if they are able to step back and 

allow others to take over. To receive the most generous financial package, students should be above 

average academically. Admissions officers use financial aid to attract strong students. Less than one 

hundred institutions across the USA meet full need. As a non-profit organisation, CTCL is nearly fifteen 

years old: the first edition of the book appeared in 1996 and the community network was established in 

2006. That member institutions provide the foundation for successful and fulfilling lives speaks to the 

quality and perennial benefits of a liberal arts education. CTCL supports the recruitment policies of 

member institutions, which comprise two public and forty-three private colleges and universities. Those 

institutions that support students with special needs (ADHD and autistic spectrum, for example) include 

Beloit, Cornell College, Eckert, McDaniel, Knox, Allegheny and Ohio Wesleyan, but the reality is that 

all member institutions have excellent disability offices. For more details go to https://ctcl.org/.  

 

Year 12: Notes from the webinar by Clark University (MA-USA) on 02-Jun-20 Founded in 1887, 

Clark University is situated in the Massachusetts town of Worcester. Past faculty include the founder of 

modern rocketry and one of the inventors of the birth control pill. Of its 2,200 undergraduate students, 

thirteen per cent are international and overall represent about eighty countries. Some 130 clubs and 

societies lend richness to the campus experience. Clark University wants every graduate to experience 

a comfortable and successful transition to the workplace. This is supported by Liberal Education and 

Effective Practice (LEEP), which creates a close link between each student and a professor through 

courses in art and morality, ethics and epidemics, economics and world economy, and art and 

management science. Not only do these accrue academic credit, but they also add breadth to the overall 

degree course. At the same time, there is no core curriculum. Instead, there are nine key areas to develop 
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a strong set of transferable skills, for example analysis, presentation, and creative problem solving. Clark 

University is heavily involved with the local community, investing in people and organisations in 

Worcester. Whether engaging in a group or working towards an individual project, the possibilities have 

in the past included map comparison, reconstructing lost family histories, entrepreneurship, and radio 

journalism. The capstone project or bachelor thesis affords the chance to conduct original research, stage 

a production, or work with a local non-profit organisation, the format personally chosen to suit the 

individual student. Sample capstone projects include music during American civil war, political 

determinants for efficient regional economic integration, and community interventions to reduce high 

infant mortality rate. After graduating, ninety-eight per cent of alumni are either in employment, 

undertaking postgraduate study, or engaged in volunteering. Eight-four per cent complete at least one 

internship before their senior year. Clark University is among the few US institutions to offer a 

complimentary fifth year accelerated Master’s programme in a range of subjects, from Biology, History 

and IT Services to International Development and Public Administration. For admissions 15-Nov is the 

deadline for Early Decision/Action, 15-Jan for Regular Decision. Clark University has not needed SAT 

or ACT now for many years. Alongside the Common Application form must be submitted a teacher 

recommendation, a counsellor recommendation, and a transcript. Interviews are available if wished. The 

automatic award of merit scholarships is based on an holistic review of the application materials. What 

admissions staff are looking for is an innate curiosity about the world, a desire to engage with the 

community, and a willingness to be challenged. For more details go to https://www.clarku.edu/. 

 

Year 12: Test optional Columbia https://undergrad.admissions.columbia.edu/content/revised-testing-

policy-2020-2021 is not asking for SAT results. Students unable to submit SAT scores will not in any 

way be disadvantaged. The current health crisis has made it impossible for students around the world to 

sit SAT. The University of Virginia https://news.virginia.edu/content/uva-implements-test-optional-

process-students-applying-fall-2021-entry is similarly following this admissions route.   

 

Year 12: Common Application Common Application allows students to send personal details and 

educational background to a range of universities and colleges in the USA. Registration is conducted at 

https://apply.commonapp.org/createaccount. Transcripts and letters of recommendation are sent 

separately through Maia (https://www.maialearning.com/). The list of titles for the 2020/21 personal 

essay can be found at https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts. Some ideas about composing 

the initial personal essay are outlined in Guidance Bulletin 26 at https://www.nationsvoice.co/university.  

 

Years 11 and 12: NCAA Encouraged by the Sports Department at Campus des Nations, several student 

athletes (to give two examples https://nuhuskies.com/sports/mens-soccer/roster/griffin-sabatini/4834 

and https://www.csuvikings.com/sports/m-baskbl/2018-19/bios/kolomoisky_gregory_9wkv) have 

recently progressed to major sports awards at leading US universities. To initiate this process, students 

should register with NCAA by using a personal e-mail address at https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/. Once 

registered, sporting achievements can be entered and an academic transcript uploaded to enable sports 

coaches to make assessments. Further details about sports awards at US universities can be found in 

Guidance Bulletin 30 at https://www.nationsvoice.co/university.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Psychometrics Cambridge Occupational Analysts offer MyUniChoices (formerly 

Centigrade), which accesses all UK universities, EU universities teaching in English and Canadian 

universities. By responding to personal preferences, feedback is provided on possible degree courses 

that might be of interest. Costing just £29.99, registering is simple at https://buy.myunichoices.com/.  

Through a series of questions, which can be answered at home, Morrisby assesses individual strengths 

and weakness for career choice. For £84 (+VAT) an online pass can be bought. This includes a thirty-

minute telephone interview afterwards with an adviser. To register for Morrisby go to 

https://www.morrisby.com/pass.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Drama The premiere of a new audio play Anno Domini by British playwright Alan 

Ayckbourn can be heard for free at https://www.sjt.uk.com/event/1036/anno_domino.  
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