
Guidance Bulletin 90, 1st June 2020 

 

Year 13: Alumni Club To keep in contact with Ecolint, the Alumni Club suggests joining 

https://www.facebook.com/ecolintalumni. For further details see https://alumni.ecolint.ch/default.aspx.  

 

Year 12: Notes from a webinar by Bocconi University (I) on 15-May-20 Founded in 1902, Bocconi 

University in Milan was the first institution in Italy to offer a degree in Economics. Since 2001 it has 

been running some of its degree programmes wholly in English. Italy is home to the first seat of higher 

education in continuous existence, the University of Bologna being founded in 1088. Bocconi University 

stands for liberalism, pluralism, and social and economic progress. Fifteen years ago recruitment moved 

from the Italian to an institutional system. Since Bocconi University is private, it is not beholden to any 

government. As a major research institution, the Financial Times ranks it the third best business school 

in the European Union, while QS World University Rankings puts it in fourth place for Social Sciences 

and Management. Of the 14,500 students, forty per cent are taught in English, and up to 4,000 of these 

spend time abroad for study or work experience. Joint and double degree programmes are run in 

association with thirty-three universities in twenty countries. An interdisciplinary approach is taken to 

research and the lecturers are firmly connected with the business world. In view of the current health 

crisis, students starting in September will have the option of following their classes online. All the 

degrees – Finance, Management, Economics, Data Science, and Politics – provide a strong background 

in quantitative techniques. Alongside each subject must be taken two languages. New technologies are 

integrated into teaching and students are taught software applications such as Python. Between the 

lecturers and students there is dynamic interaction and guest lecturers from the business sector are 

regularly invited to speak. The application process is handled through the MyApplication portal on the 

Bocconi University website. To support each application the following are required: a transcript showing 

the grades achieved over the last three years of secondary school, a CV, a personal statement, and the 

score from SAT or Bocconi Test. The Bocconi Test comprises seventy multiple-choice questions to be 

answered in 105 minutes. Based on these materials, the offer of a place is unconditional and so does not 

rely on the final IB diploma score.  There are several application deadlines: 24-Sept-20 for the Bocconi 

Test on 10-Oct-20 and a deposit by 03-Dec-20; 15-Jan-21 for the Bocconi Test on 29-Jan-21 and a 

deposit by 25-Mar-21; and 22-Apr-21 for the Bocconi Test on 23-May-21 and a deposit by 10-Jun-21. 

Given the current health crisis, the Bocconi Test on 10-Oct-20 will be administered online so that 

applicants can sit it at home. While the tuition fees are €13,000 per annum, there are available merit 

awards up to the full amount. As a banking and finance centre, Milan (and Lombardy in general) has 

the second highest GDP in Europe. As proof of the youthful vitality of the region, there are situated in 

it eight universities and some 200,000 students. For more information see https://www.unibocconi.eu/.  

 

Year 12: Law in UK Nine UK universities require applicants for a law degree to sit the Law National 

Admissions Test (LNAT): Bristol, Durham, Glasgow, KCL, LSE, Nottingham, Oxford, SOAS and 

UCL. Section A consists of 42 multiple-choice questions on 12 argumentative passages; Section B is a 

choice from one of three essay questions. LNAT lasts 135 minutes. Registration starts on 01-Aug-20. 

Testing starts on 01-Sept-20. The booking deadline for Oxford applicants is 05-Oct-20; for all other 

applicants it is 15-Jan-21. Further details about the test centre in Lausanne, copies of sample papers and 

the arrangements to pay for the test can be found at https://lnat.ac.uk. 

 

Year 12: Preparation for UK university tests Oxford, Cambridge, Warwick and Imperial may ask 

students to sit tests as part of the entry process. Where applicable, past test papers can be found on the 

websites of the respective universities. It is recommended that students print out these test papers and 

try completing them in the designated times. For marking afterwards answer sheets are usually provided. 

If a problem seems insurmountable, subject teachers can be asked for help. There are also educational 

companies which offer support for these tests in physical classes or online. Among these are 

https://www.kaptest.co.uk (for UCAT, BMAT, HPAT), https://oxbridgeapplications.com/ (for HAT, 

ELAT, MAT, PAT, TSA, UCAT, BMAT) and https://www.blackstonetutors.co.uk/ (for UCAT, 

BMAT). Any student intending to sign up for one of these courses does so at their own risk. Neither the 

school nor the guidance counsellors can offer any endorsement. How the tests are used is neatly 

summarised on the website of the University of Oxford. “Tests give us an extra piece of information for 
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every student who has applied for a given course, wherever they are from. Considered together with the 

other elements of the application, this helps us to identify the very best candidates. However, there is no 

specific mark that will guarantee your application will be shortlisted. The tests vary each year, and your 

test score will be considered alongside the scores of other students who apply for your course.” 

 

Year 12: Medicine Humanitas University (I), which delivers its degree in Medicine wholly in English, 

is running an online preparatory course for its HUMAT entry test, either from 29-Jun to 04-Jul-20 or 

from 20 to 25-Jul-20. There are fifty places available on each of the courses. For more details and to 

register go to https://www.hunimed.eu/course/medicine/test-preparation-course/.  

 

Year 12: Russian universities Several universities in Russia teach degree courses through the medium 

of English. For more information look at https://studyinrussia.ru/en/study-in-russia/programs/. Higher 

School of Economics (Moscow) https://www.hse.ru/en/ Economics, International Relations, 

Mathematics, Political Sciences ■ Lobachevsky University (Nizhny Novgorod) http://eng.unn.ru/ 

Economics, Information Technology, International Relations ■ Moscow Engineering Physics Institute 

https://eng.mephi.ru/ Bionanotechnologies, Nuclear Engineering, Optical Informational Technology, 

Software Engineering ■ Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology https://mipt.ru/english/ Aerospace 

Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, Computer Science, Energy-efficient Technologies, Mathematics, 

Theoretical Physics ■ St Petersburg Polytechnic University https://english.spbstu.ru/ Economics ■ 

South Ural State University (Chelyabinsk) https://www.susu.ru/en Economics ■ Tomsk State University 

http://en.tsu.ru/ Linguistics, Software Engineering.  

 

Year 12: Toulouse Business School Toulouse Business School is holding a question-and-answer 

session on 05-Jun-20 at 15:00 CET. To register go to https://www.eventbrite.es/e/questions-answers-

students-session-bim-tbs-business-school-registration. For more details about Toulouse Business 

School see Guidance Bulletin 42 and https://www.tbs-education.com/.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Virtual Open Days The University of Edinburgh is running a Veterinary Medicine 

Virtual Open Day on 16, 17 and 19-Jun-20 at 12:30 and 15:30 BST (13:30 and 16:30 CET). For more 

details and to register go to https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/our-open-days/vetmed-virtual-open-

day?utm_campaign=2674639_North%20America%20%20EG%20GO%20School%20Counsellor%20

Mailing%20May%202020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotmailer&dm_i=27JU,1LBRJ,8TQQ

XD,5EBV5,1.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Virtual Summer School Running from 20 to 24-Jul-20, the University of Cambridge 

International Summer Programme is for students aged 16-18 interested in top universities. As part of 

the five-day programme, students can access pre-recorded sessions by Cambridge academics and other 

invited experts, covering a range of subjects and disciplines, and join several live discussions. Students 

will also receive advice on careers, study skills, and applying to UK universities. The cost is £99. For 

more details go to https://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/course/pre-university-summer-programme.  

  

Years 11 and 12: Supercurricular activities Prof David Runciman of the University of Cambridge 

explores some of the most important thinkers and prominent ideas lying behind modern politics. These 

exciting podcasts are available at https://www.talkingpoliticspodcast.com/history-of-ideas. Reading 

lists, websites, podcasts and other resources for a wide range of academic subjects can be found at 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publicatio

ns/super-curricular_suggestions_0.pdf.  

  

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: Guidance for refugees CMinaR (Counselling for Refugee and Migrant 

Integration), a project funded by Erasmus+ (https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/), is a collaboration 

between six higher education institutions in Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Sweden, Turkey and the UK. 

The interesting and informative website https://www.cminar.eu/ gives further details about the project 

and highlights the difficulties refugees encounter when starting careers in a new country. 

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations mark.grant@ecolint.ch 
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