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Summary of the Term To exchange ideas and to share good practice there were conferences for 

guidance counsellors at The London School of Economics and Political Sciences (GB) on 24-Feb-20 

and at Ramon Llull University (E) on 27-Feb-20. For Year 10 students there was an assembly on 04-

Mar-20 about subject choices in Year 11. Individual guidance meetings have been arranged for any Year 

10 student who has wanted to discuss these choices in greater depth. In Year 11 guidance interviews 

have been conducted with all students over option choices for the diploma or career-related programmes. 

A coffee morning for Year 11 parents was held on 23-Jan-20 to answer guidance questions and provide 

further information. From Year 13 two students out of the eleven candidates secured offers at the 

Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, a success rate of 18 per cent. Between 2010 and 2020 the 

following offers have been made by the two universities: Oxford 2010 English (Lincoln) / 2011 

Geography (St John’s), Philosophy and French (Oriel) / 2013 Japanese (Christ Church) / 2015 

Philosophy and French (Exeter), Philosophy, Politics and Economics (St Benet’s) / 2016 Human 

Sciences (St Hugh’s) / 2017 History of Art (St Catherine’s) / 2019 History (St Hugh’s), Materials 

Science (Corpus Christi) / 2020 Biochemistry (St Catherine’s); Cambridge 2010 Engineering (Trinity) 

/ 2012 Archaeology and Anthropology (Murray Edwards), Engineering (Corpus Christi) / 2014 Human, 

Social, and Political Sciences (Homerton) / 2016 Mathematics (Trinity), Human, Social, and Political 

Sciences (St Catharine’s) / 2017  Classics (Downing), Medicine (Downing) / 2019 Human, Social, and 

Political Sciences (King’s) / 2020 Architecture (Queens’). Over the course of the term two universities 

from two different countries have given presentations on their respective institutions. 

 

Year 13: University reassurance Universities around the world will be contacting individually those 

students who have submitted an application. Now that the IB examinations have been cancelled 

(https://www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/may-2020-examinations-will-no-longer-be-held/), 

admissions staff are deciding how best to treat offers. The University of Chicago writes: “COVID-19 is 

impacting so many aspects of life … Academic progress is currently being disrupted across the globe. 

We encourage students to continue to engage with whatever method of learning your school is able to 

offer, and to do so to the best of your ability.” And the University of Warwick writes: “For all your offer 

holders and applicants to Warwick, the University will be in touch by email very soon (if not already) 

to keep them fully informed … Please be assured that our teams are working hard behind the scenes to 

consider national-level guidance, including on the assessments we will be using to confirm offers.” 

 

Year 13: Results Sending The International Baccalaureate Organisation will send the IB grades on 06-

Jul-20 to a maximum of six universities. Each Year 13 student has now been sent by e-mail a grid with 

the names of the universities I have on record to which they are applying. This grid must be checked, 

any additional universities added, and a tick placed next to the universities to which the results should 

be sent. The grid must then be returned to mark.grant@ecolint.ch no later that 10-Apr-20 so that the 

details can be entered into the results service system of the International Baccalaureate Organisation.   

 

Years 12 and 13: Lithuanian universities Some universities in Lithuania teach their degree courses 

wholly in English. For more information go to http://studyin.lt/. Klaipeda University 

https://www.ku.lt/studies/english Chemical Engineering, Economics, Electrical Engineering, English 

and Swedish, Informatics Engineering, Marine Biotechnology, Mechanical Engineering, 

Oceanography, Public Administration, Shipping Engineering ■ Mykolas Romeris University (Vilnius) 

https://www.mruni.eu/en Business Management ■ Vilnius University  https://www.vu.lt/en Business 

Management, Computing, Dentistry, English and Russian, Medicine, Social Sciences, Technological 

Sciences ■ Vilnius Gediminas Technical University https://www.vgtu.lt/ Automotive Engineering, 

Bioengineering, Civil Engineering, Energy Engineering, Environmental Engineering, Informatics 

Sciences, Mechanical Engineering, Mechatronics, Social Sciences ■ Vytautas Magnus University 

(Kaunas) https://www.vdu.lt/en Biology and Genetics, Biotechnology, Business Administration, 

English Philology, Food Quality, Informatics Systems, Music Production, Water and Land Engineering.  

 

Years 12 and 13: CAD Brussels Founded in 1961, the College of Art and Design (CAD) is offering a 

new degree in Fashion and Textile Design. This complements the other two degree courses in Interior 
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Architecture and Communication Design. The admission process (online application, motivation 

questionnaire, portfolio, interview, and a pass in the IB Diploma or Career-related Programme) begins 

in February and continues until there are no more spaces. For more details go to https://cad.be/.  

 

Year 12: Selecting US universities Many students base their university search on rankings provided 

by publications like US News and World Report and Times Higher Education. These sources can be 

helpful in comparing schools based on general overviews and statistics. However, rankings often focus 

on criteria that may not apply to the distinctive wants and needs of each student. As you craft your list 

of prospective institutions, you will want to look at the considerations that are most important to you 

and where you will fit in best. It is important to narrow your search to schools that will be a good fit for 

your academic preparation and goals. Are you interested in research? Do you thrive in a challenging 

academic environment? Do you prefer independent learning or discussion-based classes? Or are you 

more comfortable soaking up a lecture and processing the information on your own? What academic 

major(s) are you considering? What are the mid-ranges of test scores and GPAs for admission? As an 

international student, find out where your classmates will be from (the USA? Other countries? How 

many and where?) Does the school cultivate a passion for study abroad? For cross-cultural 

communication? What is support like for international students? Will you have access to an international 

student orientation? Do you see yourself in a large city, a cosy suburban campus, or a sprawling campus 

in a small town? What are the people like and how many of them are there? If only I had a dollar for 

every university presentation that describes a campus as ‘just like Harry Potter’! This description is often 

used because it is difficult to capture the campus experience through a presentation. But interactions 

with staff, faculty, alumni and current students will help you find out what students do at weekends, 

how many students are typically in a class, and what the residential experience is like. Start thinking 

about what you want most for your college experience to help guide your research. Are you an athlete, 

a musician, a dancer, a bagpiper? If so, you will find it easy to narrow your list of schools based on 

whether you can pursue your passions there. Talking to university representatives who visit your school, 

and even utilising university rankings and other well-known publications to find out about the location, 

number of students, and majors offered at each school, can be a great jumping-off point. A favourite 

resource is Colleges That Change Lives by Loren Pope. This is a great introduction to the considerations 

of what a ‘best fit’ can look like for you and how you can go about finding it. After you have added 

several universities to your ‘maybe’ list, you will need to start some in-depth analysis. Check out the 

websites and find out what graduates do. International students cannot always visit campus, and that is 

fine! Attending school in the USA – or in any country – is an experience that brings challenges and 

benefits. Colleges and universities worldwide welcome students from across the globe and allow you to 

engage in dialogue about politics, culture, economics, religion and so much else with students from 

backgrounds entirely different from your own. US universities also encourage research, internships, and 

other experiential learning to put theory into practice. The college experience is a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity that sets you up with the soft skills needed for success after graduation, including creativity, 

communication skills, critical and analytical thinking, and leadership. Universities understand the 

concerns about costs, and because they want international students on their campuses, there are often 

resources available to help make that cost more manageable, for example special scholarship funds, 

employment programmes, or other financial aid opportunities. In the end, it is hard to make a ‘bad’ 

choice when picking a university. There is no one ‘best fit’ school for you – there are several. A school 

could be a great fit even if you do not recognise its name or it does not appear on a national ‘top ten’ 

list. When choosing, do your research and ask the questions important to you. [From AC&U 2020] 

 

Year 12: Virtual Tours Many universities have on their websites virtual tours of their campuses. To 

give some examples: Lynn University (FL-USA) https://www.lynn.edu/virtual-tour, Oxford (GB) 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/colleges/college-virtual-tours?wssl=1, Yale (CT-

USA) https://admissions.yale.edu/virtual-tour#virtualtour. Campus Reel covers a wide range of 

institutions in the USA: https://www.campusreel.org/colleges. To view other virtual tours, enter into an 

internet search the name of the institution followed by the words ‘virtual tour’.  
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