
Guidance Bulletin 85, 16th March 2020 

 

Years 12 and 13: US Statistics There were 60,961 applications for admission to the Boston University 

Class of 2024. Boston University received 5,051 applications for admission through Early Decision. 

Approximately fifty per cent of the first-year class is expected to be enrolled through these binding 

programmes. Applications were received from 11,873 underrepresented minority students, which 

included a 2.6 per cent increase in applications from African American students. There were 12,764 

applications from international students representing 168 countries. The enrolment target for the Class 

of 2024 is 3,100 students. 

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by The American University of Paris (F) on 26-Feb-20 
Founded in 1962 as a liberal arts college, The American University of Paris (AUP) is situated in the 

seventh arrondissement, a central location perfect for collaboration, through internships and classwork, 

with the United Nations Environmental Programme, the École de Guerre, the International Association 

of Business Communicators and other organisations. AUP is fully recognised by the French Ministry of 

Education as an établissement d’enseignement supérieur privé. The campus has over 1,100 students. On 

offer is a wide range of subjects, from Computer Science and Creative Writing to Marketing and 

Philosophy. A new building by the River Seine has been opened, dedicated to student learning with a 

library and ample study space. The old library is being converted into an art gallery to display student 

creativity. An online platform called AUP Engage records attendance at talks and extracurricular 

activities to help create a detailed CV. The Cultural Programme organises study trips. Led by the 

lecturers, they afford many opportunities, whether studying art history in the Vatican, observing human 

rights law in practice in the courts of Belgrade or noting the effects of globalisation on the mediaeval 

city of Fez. Accommodation is arranged through BlueStripe in two- to three-bedroom flats with other 

students in safe Parisian districts. For admission a transcript, personal essays and two letters of 

recommendation are required. SAT or ACT are not needed. The deadline for the next round of 

applications is 01-Jun-20. For more details and to apply go to https://www.aup.edu/.   

 

Years 12 and 13: Latvian universities Several degree courses in Latvia are taught in English. For more 

details go to https://www.study.eu/country/latvia. University of Latvia (Riga) https://www.lu.lv/en/ 

Anthropology, Asian Studies, Business Administration, Dentistry, Industrial Engineering, International 

Economics, Medicine, Optometry ■ Liepājas University https://www.liepu.lv/en/ Computer Science ■ 

Riga Aeronautical Institute http://rai.lv/en/ Aircraft Maintenance, Air Transport Systems Management 

(Pilot) ■ Rīga Stradiņš University https://www.rsu.lv/en/ Dentistry, Nursing, Medical Engineering, 

Medicine, Occupational Therapy, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy ■ RISEBA University of Applied Sciences 

(Riga) https://www.riseba.lv/en/ Architecture, Audiovisual Media Arts, European Business Studies ■ 

Turība University (Riga) https://www.turiba.lv/en/ Business Administration, Computer Systems, 

International Communication Management, International Finance Management ■ Ventspils University 

College https://venta.lv/en/ Business Administration, Business Logistics, Computer Science.  

 

Years 12 and 13: ESCP Webinar Founded in 1819, École supérieure de commerce de Paris (ESCP) 

is the oldest business school in the world and one of the most selective of the Grandes écoles. Among 

its many courses, it teaches a bachelor degree in business wholly in English. To explain this, it is running 

an online information session about its academics and admissions process at 17:00 CET on 19-Mar-20. 

To register for this event go to https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5455353790402967821. For 

further details about ESCP see Guidance Bulletin 3 or go to https://www.escpeurope.eu/.  

 

Year 12: Notes from the visit to the Blanquerna Faculty (E) on 27-Feb-20 Situated a short walk 

from Plaça de Catalunya, from where there is a frequent bus service to the airport, the Blanquerna 

Faculty is housed in three neighbouring buildings along the Carrer de Valldonzella. The locality is noted 

for its lively bars, independent shops and ethnic restaurants. The library, with extensive study space and 

book collection, occupies the renovated premises of a former newspaper office. A large auditorium 

allows for visiting speakers. The Blanquerna Faculty is part of Ramon Llull University, about which 

more details can be found in Guidance Bulletin 43. The two degrees taught wholly in English at the 

Blanquerna Faculty are International Relations and Communications. What makes these degrees special 
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is the teaching, the lecturers invariably having extensive outside experience, for example by serving 

with the European Commission in Barcelona. In addition, guest lecturers bring their professional 

knowledge, the Spanish Minister of Health recently offering some classes. The fabric of the Blanquerna 

Faculty is immaculately maintained. In the seminar rooms, which accommodate no more than fifteen 

students, discussions and debates can take place in a comfortable and intimate atmosphere. There is also 

a spacious cafeteria. For a student who wants dynamic pedagogy, while at the same time appreciating a 

Mediterranean lifestyle and the honing of Spanish linguistic skills, the Blanquerna Faculty is a possible 

option. The experience gained from integrated internships leads to a high rate of graduate employment. 

At the same time, the humanistic tradition at the core of the institution lends strong support to the 

personal aspects of everyday life, a room dedicated to meditative and spiritual practice a concrete 

reminder of this. For more details see Guidance Bulletin 82 and https://www.blanquerna.edu/en.  

 

Year 12: Essay Competitions The Cottrell Essay Prize for Medicine and Veterinary Science allows for 

one essay (maximum of 1,500 words) in answer to a range of topics including ‘What is quality of life?’ 

and ‘The physician should not treat the disease but the patient who is suffering from it’. The Keith 

Maddocks Engineering and Design Prize asks for responses to one of two prompts: ‘Our house is on 

fire: what can engineers do to mitigate climate change?’ or ‘You are challenged to design a shelter for 

a pet’. The deadline for online submission is 06-Apr-20. A teacher must be nominated to confirm the 

authenticity of the work. For more details go to https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/essay-design-prizes. 

 

Year 12: Online University Fair Meet numerous university admissions officers, receive answers to 

your general questions and discuss details about admissions. The universities represented include 

Bocconi, Brown, Trinity College Dublin and Exeter. The dates for the fair are 20, 23 and 24-Mar-20. 

For more information and to register go to https://bit.ly/cialfoglobal.  

 

Year 12: US Summer School St John's College is offering Summer Academy for secondary school 

students interested in a truly unique academic experience. With a week in either Annapolis MD (28-Jun 

to 04-Jul-20) or Santa Fe NM (12 to 18-Jul-or 26-Jul to 01-Aug-20), this programme is designed for 

students who love to read, think, debate, and develop big ideas. For more details about St John’s College 

see Guidance Bulletin 65. For the Summer Academy see https://www.sjc.edu/summer-academy.  

 

Year 12: Cambridge Cancellation The presentation about admissions to the University of Cambridge, 

which was due to be given at 18:30 on 19-Mar-20 at the Arts Centre at La Grande Boissière by two 

senior admissions tutors, has been cancelled because of the current health situation. To cover the same 

information, the University of Cambridge has arranged a series of webinars: 22-Apr-20 (16:00 CET 

Cambridge Explained), 27-May-20 (11:00 CET Studying at Cambridge), 26-Aug-20 (16:00 CET 

Applying to Cambridge) and 02-Sept-20 (11:00 CET Admissions Tutor Panel). For details about the 

webinars, see Guidance Bulletin 83 on www.nationsvoice.co/university.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Swiss Summer School Spend up to four weeks with the Swiss Culinary Club at Le 

Bouveret learning what it takes to be a professional chef, up to six weeks with the Swiss Hospitality 

Club at Montreux finding out about the hospitality industry or twenty lessons a week with the Swiss 

Language Club learning French or German. The Swiss Education Club is an alliance of five Swiss 

Management Schools: César Ritz Colleges, Hotel Institute Montreux, IHTTI, SHMS and Culinary Arts 

Academy. For more details go to https://www.swisseducationacademy.com/en/form/brochure.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Supercurricular Activities ‘Les machines et nous’, 16 to 20-Mar-20 at 19:00 in 

Auditoire Piaget (U600, sous-sol), Uni Dufour, 24 rue Général-Dufour, 1211 Genève and Soirée Cinéma 

«Blade Runner» (followed by a discussion on human identity), 20-Mar-20 at 19:00 in Auditorium 

Fondation Arditi, 1 av. du Mail, 1205 Genève. Entry to these events is free. For more details about 

Semaine du Cerveau see https://www.semaineducerveau.ch/. Supercurricular indicates academic 

activities outwith the school timetable; extracurricular denotes practical, social and sporting activities. 

Leading universities wish to see evidence of the former: see Guidance Bulletin 1.  

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations mark.grant@ecolint.ch 
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