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Year 12: University presentations Representatives from the following institutions will be in Room 

424: on 07-May at 11:00 Bucknell University (PA), Kenyon College (OH), Skidmore College (NY), 

Rollins College (FL) and Chapman University (CA); on 08-May-18 at 11:00 Southern Methodist 

University (TX), Brandeis University (MA) and the University of Rochester (NY); on 15-May-18 at 

10:30 UCLA (CA); and on 17-May-18 Parsons Paris (F). Parents are welcome to attend these sessions.  

 

Year 12: US University Visits College Tours, which has been arranging university visits since 1991, 

is offering the Northeast College Tour from 14 to 20-Jul-18. This takes in, among other institutions, 

Harvard University, Brown University, Columbia University, Fordham University, University of 

Pennsylvania and Georgetown University. The tour starts in Boston and the cost is $1,935. For more 

details about this and other tours go to https://www.college-visits.com/scheduled-trips.html. 

 

Years 11 and 12: SAT Intensive Course Running from 27-Aug-18 to 02-Sept-18 at La Châtaigneraie, 

Alpha Prep offers instruction, planning, practice tests and detailed feedback. Go to www.alphaprep.com, 

select the ‘Services’ tab and enter course code LACHAT to see the range of SAT preparation.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit to ESADE Universidad Ramon Llull on 14-Apr-18 ESADE 

was founded in 1958. The main campus at San Cugat, which is spacious, modern and equipped with the 

latest technology, is twenty-five minutes away by Metro del Vallès from Plaza Catalunya in Barcelona. 

Providing a quality education for students from all around the world, it has close links with major 

businesses, its emphasis on entrepreneurial vision. For exchange programmes it has collaborative 

agreements with over one hundred universities worldwide. With some 1,500 students and 80,000 

alumni, it is one of the top business schools in Europe. A particular strength comes from over 400 

visiting lecturers who are currently engaged in the business world. Its three main pillars are global scope, 

connection with the business world and entrepreneurial spirit. The academic year is divided into 

semesters: September to December and February to May. Languages are vital. While the course is taught 

wholly in English, all students must achieve a minimum level of Spanish and there is a requirement to 

choose a third language, usually French or German, although others are possible if competence can be 

proved. The electives range from finance and accounting, management and personal development to 

digital innovation and economics. The Careers Service prepares students for internships worldwide in 

the fourth year. A minimum of 450 hours must be completed and reflections produced on what has been 

achieved. For mentors during the internship there is an academic tutor from ESADE and a manager from 

the company. A successful internship is far more powerful than any testimonial or letter of 

recommendation. The University Development Service (SUD) harnesses the expertise of students for 

social projects in Latin America to provide business consulting and legal assistance. All students are 

strongly encouraged to become involved in student associations, for example the Marketing Club or 

Young Entrepreneurs. Joining such groups draws the maximum from university life. The subsequent oft 

skills help towards 96 per cent of graduates finding a job within three months of leaving. Professionalism 

makes ESADE special, whether through the careers support or internships; the quality of students and 

internationalism; or the quality of the lecturers in their academic field and outside world. The admissions 

process takes place in Year 13. Maths Studies is not accepted for business degrees. Provided a minimum 

of two years has been spent at an English speaking school, the language test is waived. The online 

application form is available from October to June. In addition to the IB diploma, either the ESADE test 

(critical reading, logic, writing skills) can be sat in Barcelona; or SAT (average score 1330) or ACT 

(average score 31) can be taken. The school transcript should indicate around 35 points. An interview 

may be required to ascertain motivation. Acceptance is based on a conditional offer. Maths Studies is 

accepted for the degree in Global Governance, Economics and Legal Order, which is taught wholly in 

English, but the Economics component will have to be dropped after the first year. Maths Studies is also 

accepted for the degree in Law, but as this involves the Spanish legal system, fluency in Spanish is 

required. The tuition fees are €16,250 per annum, board and lodging €12,000 per annum. The average 

scholarship is €8,700 per annum and 59 per cent of undergraduates received some form of financial aid. 

For more details see http://www.esade.edu/web/eng.  

 

https://www.college-visits.com/scheduled-trips.html
http://www.alphaprep.com/
http://www.esade.edu/web/eng


Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by the University of Cambridge on 12-Apr-18 What sets 

Oxford and Cambridge apart is being collegiate. All colleges offer the same courses, set the same exams 

and follow the same syllabuses. What characterises each college is teaching each week in small groups. 

The lectures and laboratories are organised like any other university. Unlike at other universities, 

however, there is a large amount of contact time. The courses are, in general, theoretical and driven by 

research. When academics are writing new books, they like to test ideas on their students. The library 

facilities are wonderful: students have access to all the required books. With 35 per cent of 

undergraduates coming from outside the UK, all colleges offer an international and diverse community, 

everyone bound together by their shared interests in academic subjects. As compact places, Oxford and 

Cambridge accrue minimal transport costs. The career opportunities afterwards are terrific, Oxford and 

Cambridge among the top brands for recruiting. Applicants must forget the hoary old idea of the well-

rounded student because the admissions tutors do not consider extracurricular activities. Rather they 

must have a dedicated academic approach, be potential leaders in research and have the capacity to study 

for upwards of forty-five hours a week. Naturally curious, they should be prepared to think 

independently. Where appropriate – for example with architecture and medicine – they should 

demonstrate vocational commitment. Otherwise exploration is conducted through reading. The 

admissions tutors conduct a holistic academic review of applicants: admissions tests, results in public 

examinations and submitted work. The personal statement in the UCAS form indicates the interest in 

the chosen course. In the personal statement applicants should first explain how they have gone beyond 

the syllabus, for example by highlighting their interest in reading or solving mathematical problems, and 

then proceed to outline what they have derived from this. It is best to focus on three or four areas. When 

reading, what was convincing or not convincing? Criticism must be active, engagement intellectual. 

Journals such as the Economist, History Today and New Scientist are useful. University websites offer 

reading lists. In Our Time on BBC Radio 4 is excellent: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl. 

Maths problems can be found at NRICH (https://nrich.maths.org/) and STEP Maths 

(https://maths.org/step/assignments).   Personal integrity must be stressed. Websites that construct the 

model personal statement are therefore to be shunned as a matter of course. The admissions tests for 

both Oxford and Cambridge assume a decent level of knowledge from school. Past papers are available 

on the website. For Cambridge the tests fall into two types: those at interview and those at school. 

Cambridge interviews about 75 per cent of applicants, Oxford about 70 per cent. The interviews last 

between twenty and thirty minutes. There are two interviews at Cambridge, two or more at Oxford. The 

interviews are structured around discussion and problem solving. Taking existing knowledge, they 

stretch it beyond what is done at school. Applicants should therefore hold a good base of knowledge, 

for the focus is solely on the subject. A Maths interview is therefore only about Maths. It is not a problem 

to ask for clarification about a question. There is a standardised scheme for marking interviews: 10 is 

outstanding, 7 is strong and 5 is the possibility of a place being offered. Most applicants have good 

interviews. In summary, what is critical for a strong application is: (1) choosing the right course that 

marries personal aptitude with interests, (2) holding an excellent recent academic record, (3) reading 

beyond the school syllabus and (4) revising the material that has been covered in school courses. For 

more details about courses, entry requirements and college life go to www.cam.ac.uk. 

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by Elon University (NC-USA) on 23-Mar-18 Admission at 

Elon University centres on a holistic review of each application. Academic life is balanced by 

community involvement. There are about 6000 students on the campus, 20 per cent of whom hail from 

North Carolina. There is an intimate feel to the place, which encourages a good social mix. 

Accommodation is offered for the first year, after which help is given over finding a flat nearby. SAT 

or ACT are considered as part of the admission process. While Early Decision yields a better rate of 

acceptance, an applicant must then be wholly certain of the place and realise that no decision about the 

financial aid package can be made before acceptance. About 40 per cent of the study body is involved 

in Greek life. This informs the atmosphere on campus, but is not divisive; rather Greek life serves like 

any other organisation to help students meet and socialise. With over sixty majors, the range of subjects 

is particularly wide, while the oldest and most prestigious academic honour society in the USA has its 

home in Elon University. For more details go to https://www.elon.edu/home/.  

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations 
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