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Year 13: Art Portfolio The International Academic Coordinator at the University of the Arts 

London will deliver a two-hour workshop on 07-Nov-17 at Institut Le Rosey looking at both digital 

and traditional formats of art and design portfolios. This workshop is aimed at students looking to 

apply to the Foundation Diploma at the University of the Arts London, but is also open to any 

student wishing to apply to another UAL course. The workshop will touch on interview 

preparations. There will  be a choice of two sessions, morning (10:00-12:00) or afternoon (14:00-

16:00). To book go to https://artslondon.wufoo.eu/forms/x13txs8a0f7q2ab/.  For more details write 

to Sian Harris at s.harris@arts.ac.uk.  
 

Year 13: Essay Competition The New College of the Humanities London Essay Competition is open 

to students in their final year of secondary education who are interested in studying a humanities or 

social sciences subject at university. There are four prizes ranging from GB£2000 to GB£50. 

Competitors should write an essay of 1,500 words on one of the three titles: (1) Is democracy the best 

form of government? (2) What is the future for globalism? (3) Do we need philosophers? The closing 

date for submissions is 01-Dec-17. For more details and to register go to 

https://www.nchlondon.ac.uk/2017-essay-competition.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Portfolio Review Meet the faculty and admissions staff of Paris College of Art at 

the NPDA Portfolio Day on 18-Nov-17 from 10:00 at Rue Saint-Roch to have your work reviewed by 

admissions officers from eleven other American schools of art and design. The Open House on 18-Nov-17 

from 13:00 at Rue Fénelon 15 will be filled with activities for students and parents to learn more about 

art and design education on the university level, including a drawing workshop, information sessions 

and tours, as well as opportunities to talk to faculty and undergraduates. The Open House is a great 

opportunity learn more about the undergraduate and graduate programmes as well as life as a student in 

Paris. For more details and to register go to https://www.paris.edu/category/events/open-house/.  

Years 10, 11, 12 and 13: Notes from Harvard Summer Institute on College Admissions in June 

2017 (7) Service academies Here are commissioned leaders of character. Service academies educate, 

train and inspire. They look to develop the whole person in academic, military and physical qualities. A 

strong command of foreign languages is important for military intelligence and of IT for cyber defence. 

Otherwise there are no special requirements. The interview is holistic to assess academic, leadership and 

physical potential. While the video for West Point features push-ups and pull-ups, none of the other 

service academies need these as yet. All of the service academies are highly rated. No debt is incurred 

since the service academies cover tuition costs. There is a job too at the end of the degree. Forbes ranks 

West Point as third for a liberal arts education and the Princeton Review ranks its professors as first for 

accessibility. The classes are small with generally fifteen to eighteen students in each. At West Point 

fifty per cent of faculty are active army officers on two or three year assignments, thirty per cent are 

civilian and twenty per cent are active army officers on permanent assignment. West Point offers over 

forty majors ranging from Modern Languages and History to Electrical Engineering and Psychology. 

The core curriculum includes Maths, Science, Engineering, Geography, American Politics and Modern 

Languages. A large proportion of students do not enter directly from high school. US citizens living 

abroad must identify from which congressional district they want to be nominated. This district is usually 

where they last lived in the USA. Freshman (‘plebe’) training includes mountaineering and 

marksmanship; sophomore (‘yearling’) mounted operations and field training; and junior (‘cow’) 

planning and executing models. Competitive sport is compulsory, a semester abroad encouraged. 

Admissions is based sixty per cent on academic achievement, thirty per cent on leadership and ten per 

cent on physical fitness. SAT or ACT is required for entry. At West Point the test of physical fitness 

includes push-ups, modified sit-ups, pull-ups, basketball throwing, a forty-yard shuttle run and a one-

mile run. For West Point and other service academies, serving as an Eagle Scout is rated as among the 

highest extra-curricular activities on an application form. All the service academies hold summer 

seminars for Year 12 students. The application date for these is in the February of Year 12. (8) Sports 
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For NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) Divisions 1 and 2 the competition is fierce. Sport 

demands a significant time commitment. But athletic talent can enhance admission. Scholarships are 

limited, but everyone in Divisions 1 and 2 receives some  award, while in Division 3 scholarships are 

not offered. It should be stressed that not every student can handle studying and training at the same 

time. As regards acceptance, a verbal commitment is not binding, but a national letter of intent is firm. 

The core courses at secondary school level for NCAA are four years of Mathematics, three years of 

Social Science and four years of English. The best time to start the application process is in the spring 

of Year 12, although this can be delayed until the beginning of Year 13. Students do need to be their 

own agent. They must keep track of their academic accomplishments, prepare a resume/CV, upload 

YouTube videos of their performance, talk to high school coaches, send unofficial transcripts to coaches 

for pre-evaluation, and increase their visibility by attending summer camps, club teams and possibly the 

Amateur Athletic Union (AAU). Top universities want to ensure that students will complete their 

degrees. With a focus on whole education, the scholar-athlete fits this mould. At Stanford, for example, 

almost one hundred per cent of athletes over the past three years successfully graduated. It is essential 

that, should a student be hurt and never again able to play, the academic integrity of the college is 

maintained. Besides NCAA there is NAIA (National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics) where 

scholarships are offered, typically at colleges of a small or medium size. The competition here is at club 

and intramural level. There is also NESCAC (New England Small College Athletic Conference), which 

designates athletes according to four bands, A at the top and D at the bottom. Among these colleges are 

Hamilton, Bowdoin, Middlebury and Brown. Sports scholarships are not offered by NESCAC. For 

acceptance into NESCAC SAT or ACT count for two-thirds, converted GPA for one third. But, as an 

overall measure of representativeness, admittance is always based on people and not numbers.  

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit on 19-Oct-17 by Dalhousie University The main campus of 

Dalhousie University is situated in Halifax. The agricultural campus is at Truro. Moderated by the 

Atlantic Ocean, the climate of Nova Scotia does not have such extremes of cold in winter. Halifax is 

accessible from London Heathrow airport by a direct flight of six hours. Founded in 1818, Dalhousie 

University is older than Canada. It hosts students from over 115 different countries, the ratio of 

international to Canadian students being 1:5. With about 19,000 students, 15,000 of whom are 

undergraduates, it is regarded as a medium-size institution. There are more Canadians from other 

provinces studying at Dalhousie University than from Nova Scotia. This gives rise to its designation as 

Canada’s most national university. A room in a hall of residence is guaranteed to all first year students. 

As a research-intensive institution, classes are taught by leading professors. Sandwich courses/co-op 

programmes can be done in Canada or elsewhere. For the degree in Commerce the co-op programme is 

a requirement. Special scholarships are available for female students who want to study engineering. 

The minimum entry requirement is 26 points (without the core) in the IB diploma, although many 

subjects will demand more. A 5, 6 or 7 at Higher Level can count towards transfer credit. The application 

form also asks for activities, for example in CAS, taken in Years 11, 12 and 13. For international students 

the total cost, including tuition and living expenses, is about $33,000, while for Canadian students it is 

about $20,000. Further details and the application form can be found at www.dal.ca.  

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit on 10-Oct-17 by Santa Clara University (CA) There are 6,000 

undergraduate students. Entry can be described as a competition for talent. A major building programme 

costing one billion dollars will house new facilities for environmental sciences and engineering. More 

than fifty majors and minors are offered. One new degree is Neuroscience. Founded in 1851, Santa Clara 

University started recruiting internationally a few years ago. It stands in Silicon Valley. Nearby are 

Google, Facebook, NASA and Apple. Undergraduates gain internships at these companies; graduates 

work for them. A score of about 35 in the IB diploma can be used towards advanced standing. Currently 

about twenty-five per cent of the students benefit like this through AP, IB and other similar secondary 

school exams. For more details go to www.scu.edu.  

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations 

 

http://www.dal.ca/
http://www.scu.edu/

