
Guidance Counselling at the Campus des Nations 

Guidance counselling at the Campus des Nations is provided by Dr Mark Grant (mark.grant@ecolint.ch). 

His PhD is in literary criticism: a commentary on Books 1 and 4 of Oribasius’ Medical Compilations. He 

has worked as a guidance counsellor for nearly thirty years, has published articles in academic journals 

and holds qualifications in the field from the University of East London, the University of Leicester, the 

Institute of Education University of London, De Montfort University and the University of California Los 

Angeles.  

 

Year 10 

January-June 

Students can arrange individual meetings with Dr Grant during lunch breaks or after school to discuss 

concerns about their studies or future academic plans. These meetings are sometimes organised through 

consultation with Learning Support, EAL, homeroom teachers, the psychologist or heads of year.  

 

Year 11  

September-October  

Dr Grant gives a presentation on the timetable leading up to graduation in Year 13 or Year 12. A brief 

overview is given on the higher education systems of those countries most popular with recent leavers. 

October-June  

Dr Grant conducts individual guidance interviews with each student. Students can and do book further 

meetings with Dr Grant to assess the relevance and suitability of their choices. SAT and ACT preparation 

is available outside of classes. For this the separate information pages on higher education in the USA 

should be consulted. Students considering universities and colleges in the USA at the end of Year 12 may 

wish to sit the SAT or ACT at a time of their choosing by going to www.collegeboard.com or 

www.actstudent.org. In their own time students can complete the Morrisby Psychometric Profile 

(https://www.morrisby.com/individuals/) in order to see where their particular academic and personal 

strengths lie.  

 

Year 12 

September-May 

Representatives from over eighty universities in the USA, Canada, Switzerland, the Netherlands, the UK 

and other countries give presentations at Campus des Nations and answer personal questions. Students can 

ask permission to miss a lesson in order to attend these meetings. The meetings are advertised in 

homeroom meetings, through the Naviance website and by the principal’s newsletter. Sometimes former 

students of the Campus des Nations come to offer seminars on what studying and life are like at their 

chosen university. Students considering universities and colleges in the USA should sit the SAT or ACT at 

a time of their choosing by going to www.collegeboard.com or www.actstudent.org.  

October  

The regional College Fair is held at La Châtaigneraie organised by the Council for International Schools. 

Students can attend this event free of charge. TPN Bus 813 offers a regular service from Coppet station to 

La Châtaigneraie.  

November-June 

Dr Grant conducts individual interviews with each student. Regular meetings are then encouraged to 

discuss the often shifting nature of academic interests at this stage. Parents are welcome to arrange 

meetings with the guidance counsellors, ideally in the company of their children. For those interested in 

the UK, open day visits (www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/events-and-open-days) are 

suggested as a way of selecting both courses and institutions. Since students at the Campus des Nations 

apply for such a wide variety of courses and institutions, such visits must be conducted at an individual or 

family level. Whilst there are organised visits to UK universities, for example the one run each summer 

holiday by Oxford Study Courses (www.osc.org.uk), these may give too broad a picture to be of strictly 

personal value. Students are reminded to register at the test centre in Lausanne if they wish to apply for 
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courses in the UK that require additional exams in their own time such as LNAT (http://www.lnat.ac.uk/) 

for Law and UKCAT (http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/) for medicine. For an online questionnaire to help focus on 

choices at UK and European universities students may wish to go to http://www.centigradeonline.co.uk/.  

March-April 

Students can attend the regional UK Universities Tour at La Châtaigneraie or Collège du Léman. This is 

advertised in homerooms. The meeting usually consists of an outline of the application process through 

UCAS and talks by the represented universities. 

May-June  

Students and parents are invited to an information evening to discuss higher education with Mrs Juniper 

(the DP/CP Coordinator) and Dr Grant. Students can register on the UCAS website for applying to the 

UK.  

 

Year 13 

September-May 

Students are encouraged to continue attending the presentations given by university representatives, many 

of whom will be the admissions staff involved in assessing the applicants. Students considering 

universities and colleges in the USA may wish to sit the SAT or ACT for a final time in October by 

registering at www.collegeboard.com or www.actstudent.org.  

September-March 

Students meet regularly with Dr Grant to complete their application forms for university entrance. As 

much assistance as may be required is offered over the composition of essays and personal statements. 

Some key deadlines are: 15th October for applications to Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine and Veterinary 

Science in the UK; 1st November for applications to the USA with early action/decision; 1st January for 

applications to most other US universities; 15th January for all other UK and many Canadian applications. 

Help is also afforded those who are preparing for interviews, whether these are in person at the institution 

or remotely by Skype. Such practice can only give a broad feel for the interview and cannot be expected to 

replicate the exact structure of the interviews that a student might face. In November Dr Grant invigilates 

the special tests such as BMAT, TSA, MAT and HAT that some UK universities require. Many students 

apply to institutions in several different countries and only with the publication of the results in the final 

International Baccalaureate results do they make a decision about which institution to attend. 

April-May 

Students complete a questionnaire about the running of the guidance programme in order to inform future 

developments. They also indicate on a form issued during homeroom sessions to which six universities 

they would like the International Baccalaureate Organisation to send electronically their results in the final 

exams.  

May 

Deposits are due to the US university or college of choice by 1st May. 

July-August 

Following the publication of the International Baccalaureate results on 6th July, advice is available 

throughout the summer by e-mail (mark.grant@ecolint.ch). The aim is for a response to be sent in no more 

than nine days from the question being asked.  
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