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Summary of the academic year This academic year has seen 81 visits to Campus des Nations from 

representatives of universities in 12 different countries. In addition there have been opportunities to 

meet with university representatives at the College Fair in La Châtaigneraie and with admissions staff 

of the University of London at the Hotel Warwick. Presentations have been given on applying to US 

universities and colleges, to leading universities in the UK and the USA and to Canadian universities. 

There has been a workshop on writing personal essays for US applications and regular announcements 

in homerooms of forthcoming deadlines. These are just some of the ways in which students have been 

supported over their exploration of the next stage in their education. 

 

Year 13: Medicine in Italy Humanitas University in Milan invites applications from EU citizens 

through MyPortal for the degree in medicine taught entirely in English. The deadline for applications 

is 28 August and the International Medical Admissions Test (IMAT) takes place in Milan on 8 

September. Details and registration at http://o.contactlab.it/ov  

 

Years 11 and 12: Work experience for UK medicine Relevant experience is essential for 

applications to UK medical schools. To gain such experience the Montbrillant Soup Kitchen, Red 

Cross, Caritas and ASK Summer Camps should be considered. Gap Medics may also be of interest for 

work in Tanzania, Thailand and Croatia. For details and to register http://www.gapmedics.co.uk  

 

Years 11 and 12: Supercurricular activities in Geneva In Geneva students can develop their 

personal academic interests through supercurricular activities. Among the many opportunities there are 

public lectures at the Graduate Institute http://graduateinstitute.ch/events, Webster University 

http://events.webster.edu/group/geneva and the University of Geneva https://agenda.unige.ch   

 

Years 11 and 12: SAT and ACT The registration deadlines for SAT or ACT are approximately five 

weeks before each test date. LGB is a registered test centre for Geneva. The next SAT dates are 

01/10/16, 05/11/16 and 03/12/16. The next ACT dates are 10/10/16, 11/10/16 and 10/12/16. For 

further details about the SAT go to www.collegeboard.com. Students at Campus des Nations must use 

the following codes when they register: Test Centre Code 59817 (to test at LGB) and School Code 

796086 (to indicate Campus des Nations). For further details about the ACT go to 

www.actstudent.org. For Campus des Nations the School Code to register for ACT is 796086. 

 

Years 11, 12 and 13: Summer School in Canada The Summer Scholar Programme at Quest 

University in British Columbia takes place 10-22 July. The topics include Food and Society, 

Movement in Social Justice, Communicating Climate Change and Views of Latin America Through 

Film. The cost is $875 per week. Details and registration at http://www.questu.ca/summer-scholars-

info.html 

 

Years 11, 12 and 13: Summer School and Gap Year Rustic Pathways offers summer programmes 

and gap years ranging from Life in the Bateyes and Arabic Language Immersion to South Pacific Eco-

Lodge Service Base and Rebuilding New Orleans. Details and registration at 

http://groups.rusticpathways.com   

 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: Volunteer programmes Visions Service Adventures runs summer volunteer 

programmes for students aged 14 to 16 in Alaska, Cambodia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Peru, 

Nicaragua and many other places. Details at https://www.visionsserviceadventures.com  

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes on the visit on 10-03-16 from the University of Cambridge Four of the top 

ten and thirty-one of the top hundred universities of the world are in the UK. The UK therefore offers 

universities of exceptional strength and depth. Among these universities Oxford and Cambridge in 

particular stand out through their reputation. Their common characteristic is being collegiate. A 

college is like a university in miniature. Colleges are similar to one another. Whichever college a 

student attends, the same courses and lectures are on offer. Resources are, however, shared. So small 
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group teaching is invariably conducted across a range of colleges. The choice of college does not 

necessarily affect the chances of being admitted. Small group teaching is called a supervision at 

Cambridge and a tutorial at Oxford. Work is marked overnight and the resulting discussion is held the 

following day either one-to-one with a lecturer or in a group of no more than three. This allows for 

effective teaching once a week. It is also a remarkable experience for the lecturers. In fact students can 

become almost like colleagues. The focus then is on admitting the right student for this type of course. 

Such intensive use of teaching resources is expensive. For international students the experience can be 

strikingly similar to what they have encountered in school. Students rarely have to buy books because 

of the excellence of the libraries. It must be remembered that Cambridge offers intellectual and 

personal training; vocational courses are limited to Engineering, Medicine, Architecture and 

Veterinary Medicine. This does not hinder later careers: historians may well go into banking or law. 

Admissions tutors are looking for students with a strong interest in their subject. On average 45 hours 

a week must be devoted to studying. The courses are largely exam-based, so students must be able to 

cope with the rigour of revising. Overall their instinct should be for hard work. In science and 

mathematics technical competencies need to be assessed, for example calculus and differential 

equations. Both independence in learning and the ability to consider different perspectives are 

checked. Vocational commitment is necessary for Architecture, Medicine and Veterinary Medicine, 

although the nature of the work experience is up to each student. Selection is holistic. A picture of the 

applicant is created from a range of sources: personal statement, reference, predicted grades and (if 

available) achieved grades. The competition is both against predicted grades and against other 

candidates. The ratio of applicants to places is generally 5:1 and candidates are naturally self-selecting. 

The most important factor in the application has to be the grades. The interview affords further detail, 

but it is not the main focus. Offers can include 16-17 in the French Bac, 5.1 (with 5.5 in individual 

subjects) in the Swiss Matu, 40-42 in the IB and 2100 in SAT. But SAT does have to be supported by 

the IB or at least four subjects graded 5 in the AP. Personal statements should be written with 

integrity. They must show an interest in the course and the relevance of the subjects studied. Super-

curricular exploration is required, whether through reading, wider exploration or relevant work 

experience. Extra-curricular activities are not relevant for applications. When discussing reading, 

engagement should be shown; a list of books is not helpful. Cambridge demands tests to be taken in 

school at the start of November in Year 13 for applicants to Natural Sciences, Engineering, 

Economics, English, Geography, History, HSPS, Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Anglo-Saxon, 

Middle Eastern Studies, Psychology and Theology. Otherwise the tests are taken at the same time of 

the interview in Architecture, Classics, History of Art, Land Economy, Law, Linguistics, Modern 

Languages and Philosophy. Tests should be practised by using the online samples. In many cases these 

tests are multiple-choice. They are designed to get students thinking in an abstract way. Working at the 

required pace is challenging. Subject content must definitely be revised. Cambridge interviews 80 per 

cent of applicants, Oxford 70 per cent. The interviews last for 20 to 30 minutes. They involve 

problem-solving scenarios and discussions. In general they are interactive tests of interest, aptitude 

and core knowledge. The questions are focused and challenging: for example, involving details about 

academic work, reading, super-curricular exploration, subject-related wider awareness, prompt 

material (a map in Geography or an object in Archaeology) and new approaches to existing 

knowledge. Prompting is offered by the interviewers and applicants can ask questions if they are 

unsure about anything. Whatever happens, the key is to be yourself. Failure at interview is often due to 

insecure subject knowledge, insufficient analytical ability, lack of synoptic ability, poor clarity of 

thought and unwillingness to rethink ideas in the face of contrary evidence. For further details go to 

www.cam.ac.uk  

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations 

http://www.cam.ac.uk/

