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Year 13: Some university application deadlines 01-Dec-17 University of Southern California with 

merit scholarships 01-Jan-18 Many US universities, Leiden University College (early application) 10-

Jan-18 University of Toronto (but it is strongly recommended to apply as soon as possible) 15-Jan-18 

all UK universities through UCAS, University of British Columbia, numerus fixus programmes at 

Maastricht University 18-Jan-18 Bocconi University 01-Feb-18 all Irish universities through CAO, all 

Ontario universities through OUAC 15-Feb-18 registration for medicine at the Universities of Geneva 

or Lausanne through Swiss Universities portal 01-Mar-18 Bishop’s University (with competitive 

scholarships, awards and bursaries) 20-Mar-18 French universities through Postbac 01-Apr-18 

University College Roosevelt (non-EU applicants), Leiden University College (regular application) 30-

Apr-18 University of Geneva, Mechanical Engineering at Carl Benz University 01-May-18 University 

College Roosevelt (EU and Swiss applicants), University of Amsterdam, University of Twente Other 

dates can be found on the respective university and college websites. All dates should be checked 

carefully. Rather than waiting for deadlines, early applications are very strongly advised.  

 

Year 13: Gap Year Whether on a gap year or just taking some time out before planning your next step, 

Project Quest offers the opportunity of a lifetime and you want to make the most of it. Joining a Project 

Quest team will push you beyond your comfort zone, showing what you are truly capable of doing. 

Whether you join a project, expedition or a combined trip, it will be an assault on the senses. Project 

Quest’s teams are small groups of young people (typically 17-23 years old) from all over the world. 

With an experienced team of experts, both in the office and out on the ground, Project Quest makes sure 

you get the support you need while giving you an experience you will never forget. For more details go 

to https://www.questoverseas.com/project-quest/.  
 
Years 12 and 13: Supercurricular art A conference entitled ‘La créativité nous embarque: regards 

croisés entre théorie et practique’ is being held on 23-Nov-17 at 18:30 by the Centre Interfacultaire en 

Droits de l’Enfant at the University of Geneva. This is a free event in Auditorium MR290 at Uni Mail 

and is open to all. For more details go to www.unige.ch/public.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by the Claremont Colleges on 14-Nov-17 There are five 

colleges within the consortium: Pitzer, Claremont McKenna, Scripps, Harvey Mudd and Pomona. Each 

college is very different, so it is unlikely that a student will be able to submit a realistic application to 

more than two, the admissions offices probably requiring that candidate to check their reading of the 

website otherwise. The Susan Sontag Center for Collaborative Creativity, otherwise known as the Hive, 

perhaps sums up the essence of the Claremont Colleges. Here students find informal ways of working 

together. It is open to all the colleges, classes, associations and clubs. Many new buildings are in the 

planning stage or under construction, for example: halls of residence, a science facility, an examinations 

centre and an art museum. Recently there has been a growth in interest for majors in science and 

computing. As an all-women college, but within a consortium of 6,000 students, Scripps offers the 

benefits of single-sex education within a co-educational surrounding. Ideas can then be seen through the 

different lens of feminism. Such is the flexibility of the liberal arts and science programme that 

engineering, for example, can be combined easily with theatre. Whichever college a student chooses, 

classes at the other colleges are still open. This opens the possibility of some 2,500 courses on the 

academic menu. The Claremont Colleges are situated in a beautiful campus, yet just a short train journey 

from the centre of Los Angeles. Admission is demanding, so applicants need to ensure high grades, 

powerful essays and proven leadership skills. For more details go to www.claremont.edu.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Transcripts A transcript is a single-page document that lists the grades achieved in 

each subject at the close of the academic year. For someone leaving at the end of Year 12 the grades 

from Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 are included; for someone leaving at the end of Year 13 the grades from 

Years 10, 11, 12 and 13. The subjects (Higher = IBH and Standard = IBS) are recorded on the transcript 

according to their full description: for example, Mathematics IBH, Mathematics IBS and Mathematics 

(Studies) IBS; or French A IBH, French B IBH, French A IBS, French B IBS, French B (ab initio) IBS; 

or BTEC Business (QCF) Level 3. Transcripts are sent to all US, Canadian and European universities; 
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some UK universities also require them. Just as is the case with bank statements, insurance policies and 

travel documents, transcripts should be checked very carefully by the student concerned and any errors 

notified to me as soon as possible. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of each transcript, 

the final details that are transmitted are the responsibility of the designated student. 

 

Years 12 and 13: References References, or letters of recommendation, can be divided into two types: 

academic and holistic. For the UK and many European universities the former is required; for the USA 

the latter. I write an academic reference for all students regardless of where they are applying. This gives 

me a clear picture of their reasons for being a student, of their participation in the classroom and of their 

intellectual engagement. To paint this picture I use my notes from guidance meetings with each student, 

school reports, school records, Managebac, conseil de classe and conversations with teachers. Naturally 

the picture is wholly supportive. But to add realism – no one is perfect – at least one negative is included, 

although always with how this negative has been transformed into a positive. For a holistic reference I 

combine selections from the above sources of information with the stories students tell me they want to 

share with the admissions office. Alongside both types of reference are the personal statements or essays 

that each applicant writes. An academic reference is usually supported by an academic essay by the 

student, a holistic reference by a narrative essay by the student. Many US universities and colleges will 

also ask for letters of recommendation from teachers. In the UK these materials are submitted via UCAS; 

in the USA via Naviance, Embark or another such portal. Sometimes the question is posed about how I 

can ‘know’ so many students. The answer is that, just as a lawyer ‘knows’ as much about each client as 

is necessary for a legal case, so I ‘know’ as much as I need to about each student for admissions purposes. 

I am not writing a lengthy biography or history because, just like the students, I am limited by the space 

that is allocated to me on the application forms. After almost thirty years of guidance in eight different 

schools, I have worked with well over four thousand graduating students. In addition, I have completed 

qualifications in guidance at five universities in the UK and USA. Those experiences, and the feedback 

from admissions offices and the conferences I attend, give me a good feel for how essays can be 

constructed and how they might be received. As a classical linguist with a PhD in literary analysis, a 

published author of academic articles and books (one of which won a major award), and a contributor 

to academic conferences in Europe and the USA, I have developed my writing skills to support students 

in their applications. Occasionally, however, a student or parent prefers someone else to write the 

reference. Not only is that perfectly acceptable, but, as admissions staff have reassured me over the 

years, it has absolutely no implications either way for an application. Similarly, where I sense there may 

be a conflict of interests, I recommend that a reference be requested from another member of staff. For 

ideas on writing a personal statement for the UK see Guidance Bulletins 23 and 27; and for thoughts on 

writing a personal essay for the USA see Guidance Bulletin 26. 

 

Year 12: Medicine Medical Projects offers an intensive one-week course designed to prepare students 

aged 16+ for Medical School entry. The course includes: a placement within a prestigious London 

hospital, teaching from UK doctors, consultants and medical students, an intensive three-day course in 

state-of-the-art simulation centre, interview coaching and guidance, application and university selection 

guidance, clinical skills sessions, basic life support training, guided tours of London and a visit to a West 

End theatre production. For more details go to www.medicalprojects.co.uk.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Art Summer School Paris College of Art is excited to present its Summer 2018 

programme, a curated selection of classes taught by its international faculty of practising artists and experts 

in the design industries. In Paris College of Art's Summer 2018 programme students will enhance their 

creative practice, develop their creative thinking and hone their skills while having fun with students from 

all over the world. They will gain an intimate knowledge of the city of Paris through field trips bringing them 

in contact with the behind-the-scenes workings of the design and art industries. Course offerings are available 

in the following areas: Art History, Fine Arts, Fashion Design, Interior Design, Photography. For more 

details and to register go to www.paris.edu. Any questions can be directed to summer@paris.edu.  
 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations 
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