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Year 13: Oxford and Cambridge interviews Oxbridge Applications offers some guidelines to 

interviews at http://www.oxbridgeapplications.com/resource/interactive-interview-exercise-manual.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Bocconi University An information evening is being held by Bocconi University 

Milan on 21-Nov-18 from 19:00 to 21:00 at Hotel Metropole, Quai du Général-Guisan 34, 1204 Genève. 

The programme runs as follows: 18:30 registration, 19:00 Bocconi overview, 20:00 alumni testimonials 

and 20:30 networking cocktail. For more information about this event and to register go to 

https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/bocconi/sitopubblico.  

 

Years 12 and 13: École Hôtelière de Genève EHG on Avenue de la Paix 19 (next to the Musée Ariana) 

is hosting an Open Day on 19-Jan-19 from 09:00 to 13:00. Those attending will sample lectures, tour 

the campus, engage in workshops and meet with current students and teachers. To register for this event 

go to www.bit.ly/POEHG.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Information Day at the University of Geneva The information day is on 06-Mar-

19. Presentations, lasting an hour each, are offered on the degree courses. These detail the syllabus 

content and required academic competencies. The faculties have individual stands for informal 

discussions with current students, study advisers and lecturers. For more details go to 

https://www.unige.ch/etudiants/bachelor/boussole/j-info. Registration should be completed online at 

https://formulaire.unige.ch/outils/limesurvey2/index.php/69993/lang/fr/newtest/Y.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from a visit to Marist College Florence Campus (I) on 04-Nov-18 Marist 

College in Poughkeepsie (NY), ranked by Princeton Review among the top fifty US institutions that 

launch careers, offers the only American bachelor programme in Florence. Typically there are some 

forty students in the first year class and up to two hundred students on study abroad. This creates a 

compact and lively community. To help deliver the bachelor degrees, Marist College works alongside 

the Lorenzo de’ Medici Institute, which has organised study abroad, summer and certificate programmes 

for over forty years. With the surrounding riches of the Renaissance, undergraduate students can choose 

between Fine Arts, Art History, Studio Art, Conservation Studies, Digital Media, Fashion Design, 

Interior Design, Italian and Global Marketing. As experts in their fields, the lecturers teach classes and 

simultaneously engage in their own professional practice. A member of staff, for example, has organised 

the restoration of the secret Michelangelo drawings in a crypt of the Medici Chapels. Support is offered 

through academic advisers for advice and guidance. The staff-to-student ratio is small. Online access is 

available to the resources of the main Poughkeepsie campus, for example with the careers office, the 

James A. Cannavino library network, the counselling service, and the writing centre. The Florence 

Campus has a lively social scene, with clubs and activities ranging from dance, slow food and wine to 

volunteering, sports and choir. Together with students from the Lorenzo de’ Medici Institute, Marist 

College students explore other parts of Italy and Europe, a recent trip being to Tenerife. Housing is 

guaranteed for all four years. The apartments, which have laundry facilities and internet, are centrally 

located and are open too for the holidays. Application is made through https://maristapply.force.com. 

SAT and ACT are optional. Alongside two letters of recommendation, leadership and extracurricular 

activities should be emphasised. The academic strength of the IB diploma is a major consideration. 

Bearing in mind the specialist nature of the Florence campus, there is a telephone interview lasting up 

to thirty minutes to help ensure a good fit. Admission is on a rolling basis – admittance is to both the 

Florence and Poughkeepsie campuses – and an offer will usually be forthcoming within a few weeks. 

On paying the deposit due by 01-May, the chosen campus must be specified, any transfer not being 

allowed until a year of study has elapsed. Scholarships of between $5,000 and $15,000 a year are 

available. Graduates from the Marist College Florence Campus work in such areas as architecture, 

museum restoration, art teaching, fine arts conservation and media marketing. The total cost, including 

accommodation and tuition, is $58,000 a year. For more details about Marist College Florence Campus 

go to http://italy.marist.edu/undergraduate/.  
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Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by Washington University in St Louis (MO-USA) on 19-Oct-

18 Washington University is a medium sized institution. The 13,000 students are divided between five 

divisions, including Engineering and Business. There are no core requirements. Students can therefore 

choose whichever class they wish. The ninety academic departments emphasise an interdisciplinary 

approach. Thus a combination of Philosophy, Neuroscience and Psychology is popular. This allows the 

human mind to be viewed from every perspective. Encouraged by a dedicated office of undergraduate 

research, which has a budget of $640 million, some 3,000 students are currently involved in 

investigations alongside professors. Washington University is ranked among the top twenty institutions 

in the USA. The city of St Louis is home to 3.5 million people. The original town planner also designed 

Paris, so there are wide boulevards and a mosaic of diverse neighbourhoods. Public transport is offered 

free to undergraduates. In their first year, students live in residential colleges, which allows for 

integration. For leisure activities there are 380 students organisations and societies. At the same time, 

academic achievement is at the forefront. St Louis holds first place in the USA for start-up companies. 

SAT or ACT are generally required – the range for SAT is between 1470 and 1570 – but might possibly 

we waived for an exceptional IB candidate. For students needing to validate their level of English, the 

Duolingo test is preferred. International students are eligible for both merit and needs-based 

scholarships. Entrepreneurship is strong on campus. In fact there are twenty-five businesses run by 

students, for example the Bears Bikes rental shop, the Bear-ry Sweet Shoppe and the Bear Necessities 

clothes shop, the mascot of Washington University being (as might be expected from the names of these 

shops) a bear. Not only does Washington University rank in the top three in the USA for food on campus, 

but also St Louis has the most award-winning chefs. For more details go to https://wustl.edu/.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by Mount Holyoke College (MA-USA) on 14-Nov-18 Situated 

in South Hadley, Massachusetts, Mount Holyoke College is for women only. The students are noted for 

their political awareness and social conscience. Vibrant activism is matched by informed opinion. As an 

unconventional choice, the institution offers intellectual excitement. As a place, it is perhaps less 

judgemental that others and more affirming. The network of women graduates is global. They support 

each other and share career opportunities. Wherever a graduate travels, there will be someone interested 

in conversation, just because of that shared bond. Mount Holyoke College belongs to the Five College 

Consortium that comprises Amherst College, Smith College, Hampshire College and the University of 

Massachusetts at Amherst. Since students at one college can attend classes at another, this allows for 

access to some 5,000 courses. A degree can therefore range, according to choice, from 50 per cent co-

educational to 100 per cent female. The atmosphere on campus is paradoxically both intimate and large. 

It offers empowerment to women. Among the more popular majors are Psychology, Neuroscience, 

International Relations, Computer Science, Economics and English. Accommodation is offered for all 

four years. SAT and ACT are not required. To be competitive, 33 to 34 points in the IB diploma are 

needed. Merit scholarships start with 37-38 points. For more details go to https://www.mtholyoke.edu.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Art gap year The Lorenzo de’ Medici Institute has campuses in Rome, Florence and 

Tuscania. Its certificate programmes, which are taught in English over one or two years, are available 

in fine art, jewellery, conservation, interior design and graphic design. Applicants must be aged over 

eighteen. The application form must be supported by a high school diploma and a personal essay. For 

more details go to https://www.ldminstitute.com/en/main/admissions/all-other-applicants/.  

 

Year 12: Essay competition Fitzwilliam College Cambridge is running an essay competition in Ancient 

World/Classics, Archaeology, Architecture and Land Economy. The deadline for submission is 08-Mar-

19: https://www.fitz.cam.ac.uk/admissions/events-prospective-students/essay-competitions.  

 

Years 11, 12 and 13: Geography The website of the Royal Geographical Society in the UK tackles the 

question of jobs associated with Geography. Geography graduates have one of the highest rates of 

employment, although not necessarily in what might be regarded as subject-focussed jobs. How to use 

the skills gained during a degree in Geography to enter a wide range of careers is also considered. Go 

to www.rgs.org/geography/studying-geography-and-careers/careers.   
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