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Year 13: Universities in Ireland Applications to Irish universities open on 06-Nov-17 at www.cao.ie. 

Students applying for medicine must sit HPAT (Health Professions Aptitude Test) at a test centre in 

Ireland on 24-Feb-18. Registration for this should be made at www.hpat-ireland.acer.org by 20-Jan-18.  

 

Year 13: Nagoya University  Applications for the October 2018 intake are about to start. The first 

round of admission will be from 15-Nov-17 to 12-Dec-17. Students can apply directly through the 

Online Admissions System and referees are invited to submit their reference letters online too. Further 

details can be found at https://internationaladmissions-nagoya-u.jp/t-cens_nagoya/new_user.php. For 

the application timeline and admission requirements please check before applying at  

http://admissions.g30.nagoya-u.ac.jp/apply/. This is a Global 30 institution which teaches many courses 

in English.  

 

Year 13: SCAD Scholarship Artistic vision could earn the honour of a SCAD (Savannah College of 

Arts and Design) Challenge scholarship of between $2000 and $4000 at The University for Creative 

Careers. The SCAD Challenge competition gives the opportunity to submit works of art to a panel of 

accomplished SCAD faculty. Entries must demonstrate creativity, innovation and a strong 

understanding of aesthetics. Entries should also speak to the skill level and ability to handle university-

level design assignments. To enter, an application must be submitted at the same time for undergraduate 

study at SCAD. The deadline is 02-Feb-18. For further details go to 

http://www.scad.edu/admission/financial-aid-and-scholarships/scholarships/scad-challenge.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by SMU on 21-Sept-17 Southern Methodist University (SMU) 

is located in the centre of Dallas. As a city Dallas is at the top of rankings for job opportunities. There 

are more Fortune 500 headquarters in Dallas than most other US cities. SMU is about thirty minutes 

away from the airport, which is one of the largest in the USA. The computer science programme is 

expanding. Currently the graduate programme is ranked among the top five in the USA. The 

undergraduate engineering programme has one of the highest proportions of women of any US 

university. The business school is popular. The bachelor in liberal arts (four years) with a masters in law 

(one year) is a popular route for international students. An IB scholarship is offered of $30,000 paid out 

over four years. SMU is in fact among the top twenty per cent of universities for generosity with 

scholarships. While SMU is test optional for general entry, scholarships are awarded to those combining 

strong SAT/ACT scores and high IB points. Those sitting ACT should score about 30, those sitting SAT 

about 1350. The average IB score is around 35. Some two-thirds of the students take more than one 

major. The Princeton Review ranks SMU sixth in the USA for opportunities with internships. Since 

SMU is the only university situated in central Dallas, there is hardly any competition over internships. 

With Jacobs having moved its headquarters recently to Dallas, students have access to one of the largest 

engineering firms in the USA. And with the presence of a supercomputer on site, there are many 

opportunities for undergraduate research projects. The Condé Nast Traveller holds SMU to be among 

the most beautiful campuses in the USA. For more details go to www.smu.edu.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by the University of Chicago on 22-Sept-17 The University 

of Chicago delves into reading original sources. About 14 per cent of the undergraduate population is 

international and does not hold a US passport. There is a focus on the diversity of ideas and people, 

hence the reason for admissions staff travelling around the world. For the university is looking for 

students who view problems from different perspectives. The essay questions as part of the application 

process therefore give an insight into the character of each applicant. On average there are eighteen 
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students in a class. These classes are places for students who get excited intellectually. Such excitement 

may continue in the dining rooms and sitting rooms of the halls of residence. In total there are about 

6,000 undergraduates. Meeting in classes with professor guiding conversations is a probing experience. 

All faculty members are leading research projects. In fact the University of Chicago is one of the great 

research institutions in the world. There are graduate schools in medicine, law and theology. Yet 

undergraduate students do not just go around discussing Plato. As 18 to 22-year-olds Game of Thrones 

may also be a topic of conversation. But the liberal arts programme is designed to teach questioning and 

to provide context. With this foundation the careers programme will send students into professions such 

as journalism, law and education. Experts are brought into the university to talk about a range of careers 

so that students can ascertain what is required to enter these. The University of Chicago is a residential 

campus. New students move into a house, which is located in a dorm. A house is a community of 

between sixty and a hundred students of all ages and backgrounds. It furnishes a collaborative learning 

environment. All students are given a CTA (Chicago Transport Authority) pass and can take advantage 

of this to engage with theatre, cinema and other cultural activities. The admissions process is holistic 

and designed to give a sense of who each student is. For more details go to www.uchicago.edu.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Science Summer School The London International Youth Science Forum (LIYSF) 

is a two-week residential event held at Imperial College London with lectures and demonstrations from 

leading scientists, visits to industrial sites, research centres, scientific institutions and organisations, 

including world class laboratories and universities. The forum attracts over 500 of the world’s leading 

young scientists, aged 16-21 years old, from more than 75 participating countries.  LIYSF 2018 will 

explore the future developments in the sciences, with lecture demonstrations, specialist seminars and 

debates led by a team of scientists and experts. For more details and to register go to 

http://www.liysf.org.uk/liysf/liysf-2018/.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Medicine Premed Projects is a company that provides medical summer camps to 

students aged sixteen or over who are interested in a career in medicine. The two-week camps take place 

in the UK, Thailand and India over the summer holidays. Last year over 1,000 students from all over 

the world attended the camps. The projects offer students hospital work experience before they apply to 

medical careers and to help them find out if a career in healthcare is for them. The experience also 

advises students about applications to medical school. For more information and to book go to 

www.premedprojects.co.uk.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Maths Studies Maths Studies is designed for students who have a leaning towards 

arts and humanities. It is widely accepted by universities around the world, including the UK, Canada, 

USA, Australia, Ireland, The Netherlands and France. It is not accepted for entry to any academic 

discipline at public universities in Switzerland, Germany, Czech Republic and Hungary. In the 

Netherlands it is not generally used for entry to science, economics or other degrees with a strong 

mathematical content. In Ireland it will be disregarded for entry to any course, including physical 

education, that involves some scientific or mathematical calculation. In Canada it is not accepted for 

any courses in science or most courses in economics. In the USA top academic institutions – for example 

Ivy League Plus – look for applicants who have already met with success in a demanding school 

curriculum. In this instance Maths Studies may not be regarded as so challenging a subject as Maths. In 

the past eight years 4 of the 16 successful candidates for Oxford and Cambridge applied with Maths 

Studies. In the same period 1 of the 14 successful candidates for the Ivy League applied with Maths 

Studies. Students who are concerned about their level of Maths should consult with their teacher. 
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