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Year 12: UK Clinical Aptitude Test Registration for UKCAT is conducted online at www.ukcat.ac.uk. 

This test, which is used for entry to most UK medical schools, is taken in Lausanne at a time and date 

of choosing. Testing begins on 02-Jul-18. Registration closes on 18-Sept-18. UKCAT requires a UCAS 

ID code. To obtain this, registration for UCAS should be done with the guidance counsellor in Room 

424 from 23-May-18. A few UK medical and dental schools use the BioMedical Admissions Test 

(BMAT at http://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/) instead. These include Cambridge, 

Oxford, Lancaster, Brighton and Sussex, University College London and Leeds. The examinations 

officer arranges the registration for BMAT. It is taken at Campus des Nations on 31-Oct-18.   

 

Year 12: Common Application Common Application provides a platform for students from which to 

send personal essays, personal details and educational background to a wide range of universities and 

colleges in the USA. Registration is conducted at https://apply.commonapp.org/createaccount. Common 

Application can be linked to Naviance, the site to which transcripts and letters of recommendation are 

uploaded by teachers and guidance counsellor, to create a seamless way of sending officially all the 

documentation needed to admissions offices. The list titles for the initial personal essay – the more 

competitive institutions may demand supplements – can be found at http://www.commonapp.org/whats-

appening/application-updates/2018-2019-common-application-essay-prompts.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from a visit to Humanitas University on 20-Apr-18 Humanitas University 

started teaching medicine in English in 2000 in partnership with the University of Milan. In 2014 

Humanitas University opened its own campus on the outskirts of Milan at Rozzano. Each year 130 

places are offered, 50 to non-EU citizens and 80 to EU citizens. Some 1,200 students apply. Of these 

many come from Greece, the UK and France. The IB diploma is fully recognised. Biology and 

Chemistry should be offered at Higher Level. Maths Studies is accepted. EU citizens must sit in early 

September after the IB exams have finished IMAT (International Medical Admissions Test): 

http://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/imat/about-imat/. There are five parts to IMAT: 

logical reasoning, biology, chemistry, physics (revision of what is covered in MYP Year 11 should be 

sufficient) and mathematics. A preparatory week is offered for IMAT. The accompanying practice book, 

in the absence of an online version, is only available to those who attend this preparatory week. Those 

scoring the top eighty marks in IMAT are sent e-mails in mid-September offering them a place. The 

other students must wait until the first eighty have replied to their offers. Some of these may choose to 

attend a medical school elsewhere, in which case their places are offered to those with lower marks. 

When all the places have been filled, the rest of the applicants are rejected. Non-EU students must sit 

UKCAT (UK Clinical Aptitude Test): https://www.ukcat.ac.uk/. This can be done in Year 13 at the test 

centre in Lausanne between July and October; or at Humanitas University in March. The successful 

applicants are invited for three weeks of induction in July after the IB exams have finished. Here advice 

is given about living in Italy, registering for health insurance, completing tax declarations and taking 

effective notes in class. The course starts in mid-October. Italian classes are mandatory for those without 

the language. To facilitate aural and oral practice, there are regular meetings with students of nursing 

and physiotherapy, both courses being conducted in Italian. The first three years of the course are 

preparation for working with patients: there are traditional lectures, group exercises with computerised 

mannequins in the simulation centre for observing how diseases are managed and case studies under the 

supervision of a tutor for practising in a team. At the end of each year there are written, oral and practical 

exams. Throughout the course there are talks and seminars arranged with visiting professors. From the 

third year the case studies are real and so communication with patients must be conducted in Italian. For 

students with very highest marks there is at this stage an optional research track. Students are encouraged 

to travel because of the international nature of the course. For an elective they can spend time in a 

hospital or research centre anywhere in the world. Humanitas University and Humanitas Research 

Hospital regularly send medicines to Africa and students may volunteer at the destinations of these 

medicines. When the MD degree in medicine and surgery has been completed, it is possible to remain 

in Italy, but only after a further national exam and the prescribed residency at a hospital. Tuition fees 

are currently set at a maximum of €20,000 per annum, but there is a sliding scale for EU students based 

on parental income and, for non-EU students who maintain an average score in their medical coursework 
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of at least 28 (out of a maximum of 30), scholarships up to €10,000 per annum. Those with Swiss 

nationality are included within the EU category. The campus of Humanitas University is stylishly 

elegant. Accommodation for 240 students is provided next to the classrooms. A mentoring programme 

has older students helping their younger colleagues settle in quickly. For personal issues, a counselling 

service is available. There are numerous student societies, ranging from a radio station, running team, 

cycling club and an international dinner when students each contribute one of their national dishes. Tram 

15 offers a frequent and swift service from the centre of Milan to Rozzano. A direct train service, which 

takes under four hours, operates between Geneva and Milan. For more details, and to subscribe to the 

admissions newsletter, go to https://www.hunimed.eu/.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by the University of Toronto on 14-Mar-18 The University 

of Toronto offers over 700 programmes on its three campuses. Some programmes, such as Economics, 

Biology and Chemistry, are offered at all three campuses. Choosing where to apply otherwise depends 

on personal preference for the different atmospheres. For example St George’s, which with its five 

faculties is the largest campus, is situated in the busy city centre. Each a quarter of the size of St 

George’s, Scarborough and Mississauga are a forty-minute journey by public transport from the city. 

Here in the quieter surroundings getting to know other people can be easier. Application is not directly 

to a particular programme, but rather to a general academic area. While students may therefore enter 

with a single subject in mind, they must also complete other complementary subjects. The idea is to 

graduate in at least two subjects. All the degrees last four years. Once admitted, help is offered over 

selecting courses so as to ensure the best route to the chosen goal. At Mississauga Theatre is perhaps at 

its most intense, with the production of plays from the start and training in stage support. At St George’s 

Theatre is combined at the beginning with other subjects, specialism coming at the end of the first year. 

St George’s is divided into separate colleges. This division has nothing to do with programmes of study, 

but rather the provision of support services, for example dining facilities, academic advisers and finance 

officers. In general the admissions office considers for entry just the predicted grades from the IB 

Diploma. Some subjects are obviously more competitive than others: thus Engineering demands at least 

39 points, Sciences 36 points and Arts 35 points. Anyone who is serious about the University of Toronto 

should aim to submit their application by October of Year 13. A few subjects demand further 

information: Engineering, for instance, asks for some personal questions to be answered online in a 

given time, while Theatre requires auditions. Applications are made through the Ontario Universities’ 

Application Centre at www.ouac.on.ca. For learning about salary prospects with a particular degree 

there is a good website at www.careernavigator.utoronto.ca. For more details go to www.utoronto.ca.   

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from a visit to Suffolk University in Madrid on 04-May-18 Founded in 

1906, Suffolk University in Boston teaches over sixty programmes of study. The Madrid campus lies 

close to the Guzmán el Bueno metro station at the heart of the university quarter in an historic building. 

Students with a good command of Spanish can, if they wish, take courses at the Universidad CEU San 

Paolo, which is next door, and so earn academic credit towards their degree. The sporting and cultural 

facilities of the Universidad CEU San Paolo are also open to them. The majority of the core courses that 

constitute a degree can be started in the first two years at the Madrid campus; the last two years are then 

completed in Boston. The degree in International Relations, however, is offered over all four years on 

the Madrid campus. Accommodation is arranged with host families, student residences or shared flats. 

Entry is through the Common Application or the institution’s own portal. Alongside this must be 

submitted a transcript, personal essay, a letter of recommendation and the application fee. SAT or ACT 

scores are needed from US citizens; SAT, ACT or TOEFL scores from non-US citizens. After the regular 

deadline of 15-Feb-19, applications are received, if places are still available, on a rolling basis. The fees, 

including accommodation, are about $55,000 per annum. See http://www.suffolk.edu/madrid/. 

 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: Careers in Aviation Business The European Business Aviation Convention 

and Exhibition (EBACE) at Palexpo from 10:00 to 13:00 on 31-May-18 offers an introduction to careers 

in the aviation industry. The impact on transport of digital technologies and sustainability requirements 

will also be explored. Registration is free for students at www.ebace.aero/students.   
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