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Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13: Language development EF (Education First) Séjours Linguistiques has 

been arranging language courses suited for all ages and levels since 1965. Seven languages in sixteen 

countries around the world are available, whether living with a host family, staying on a campus with 

other students or enjoying the independence of a hotel room. For more details see www.ef.com or 

contact Bureau de Genève, Rue du Stand 50, 1204 Genève (Tel 022 776 66 06) to arrange a  meeting 

with an adviser. 

 

Years 11, 12 and 13: Exam and interview preparation Oxford International Study Centre will be 

offering in the UK from 22 to 30-Oct-16 preparation for entrance tests to Oxford and Cambridge, 

interviews, SAT and TOEFL. To enquire about further details send an e-mail to 

international@oxintstudycentre.com.  

 

Years 9,10,11,12 and 13: Virtual tours of universities Go to https://www.youvisit.com/education for 

a virtual tour of many major US institutions. For a selection of Canadian universities see 

http://www.campustour.ca/ and for a number of UK universities  

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/events-and-open-days/virtual-tours. The 

calendar of visits to Campus des Nations by university and college admissions staff can be found at 

https://my.ecolint.ch/school-nations-secondary/academic-life/guidance/university-visits.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Cost of higher education Currency and service FairFX has looked at the average 

costs for 27 countries featured within the top 200. The findings have ranked South Africa and Finland 

as third and fourth for being the most affordable countries in which to study, with combined tuition and 

average living costs of just 8,800 CHF and 9,260 CHF a year respectively. Germany has some of the 

cheapest universities, led by TU Dresden with no tuition fees but a ‘contribution’ which totals just 440 

CHF a year. At the other end of the spectrum, the most expensive country in which to study is the US 

with average tuition fees of 39,640 CHF and living costs of 18,240 CHF, bringing the average total 

annual university bill to 57,880 CHF. The UK at 22,800 CHF for EU students and 32,000 CHF for non-

EU students is the sixth most expensive country in which to study. To get the best value it is 

recommended that students consider not just tuition fees but also the local living costs which can vary 

considerably. For further details see http://www.independent.co.uk/student/study-abroad/germany-

sweden-named-cheapest-places-to-attend-university-times-higher-education-world-university-

a7320676.html.  

 

Year 13: University of Cambridge interviews and pre-interview assessments The majority of 

interviews in Cambridge take place in the first two full weeks of December, although some may be a 

little earlier. There are plenty of resources available on the website 

(http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/interviews) for students to use to prepare for their 

interviews, including films focusing on preparing and what to expect from the interviews themselves. 

All students invited to interview will be offered practice at Campus des Nations. In the case of subjects 

with a pre-interview assessment (http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/cambridge-

pre-interview-assessments/), students should check with the exams officer or the guidance counsellor 

that they are registered to take the assessment by 15-Oct-16. If applicants are not registered by this 

deadline, they will not be able to take the appropriate pre-interview assessment, which will mean their 

application to the University of Cambridge may not be valid. 

 

Year 13: Preparation for IMAT at Humanitas University Milan from 24 to 28-Oct-16 Humanitas 

University Milan trains doctors wholly through the medium English. With a medical degree from a 

European Union member state it is possible, subject to certification of competence in the language of 

the country, to practice anywhere in the European Union. Details of the preparatory course for the entry 

test can be found at http://www.hunimed.eu/courses/medicine/medical-school-preparation-

week/?utm_source=DEM&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Med%20School%20Prep%20Week

%20October%202016. The International Medical Admissions Test (IMAT) is modelled on the UK 

Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT). 
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Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by Macalester College MN on 22-Sept-16 Macalester College 

appeals to third culture students. This is because internationalism has been a focus for recruitment over 

many years; during the Second World War, for example, scholarships were made available for students 

of Japanese origin who might otherwise have been interned. It is also because the general environment 

is comfortable. The current enrolment figure is 2,000 undergraduate students. The curriculum is 

vigorous; among the more popular majors are mathematics, international studies, politics and 

economics. While the institution is located in a metropolitan area, it is a safe place. The fact that there 

are so many businesses nearby is ideal for exploring finance and entrepreneurship. Some 60 per cent of 

the students undertake an internship for academic credit. Pursued during term time, rather than over the 

holidays, these allow for theoretical learning to be practically applied. They are of course competitive, 

so help is available to write an appealing CV and covering letter. The ethos of Macalester College 

appeals especially to idealistic students who want to be involved in social and environmental issues. Part 

of the orientation programme is dedicated to ‘Lives of Commitment’ for students who want to do exactly 

that. Less than 20 per cent of the undergraduate body is from Minnesota. Overall the atmosphere on 

campus can be described as egalitarian, sociable and flexible. Students are required to live on campus 

for the first two years of their programme. For entry purposes greater weight is placed on performance 

in the IB diploma than on SAT or ACT. 

 

Years 11 and 12: McGill University Summer Academy This summer programme runs for two weeks 

provisionally from 09 to 22-Jul-17. The estimated cost is $3500 to include three meals a day, academic 

instruction, class material, accommodation, supervision and extra activities. For international students 

there will be additional health insurance costs of around $50. One academic stream can be chosen: either 

International Relations or Studying the Brain. Registration opens in mid-January 2017 and there will be 

a non-refundable deposit of $500 to be paid on registration. For more information contact 

summer.academy@mcgill.ca.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Yale Young Global Scholars Programme The Yale Young Global Scholars 

Programme offers interdisciplinary sessions on Yale’s campus in 2017. Admission to the programme is 

very selective. Students will have the opportunity to learn from faculty members, participate in seminars 

led by current Yale students and engage with practitioners who are leaders in their fields. The 

programmes are: 09-Jul-17 to 22-Jul-17 Applied Science and Engineering or International Affairs and 

Security; 27-Jul-17 to 09-Aug-17 Biological and Biomedical Science or Politics, Law and Economics.  

The deadline for applications is 31-Jan-17. For more details see http://globalscholars.yale.edu/.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Law Summer School in Barcelona ESADE runs a summer school in Law at its 

Barcelona campus every July for students aged 16 to 18. It provides an introduction to the role of law 

in the real world, an outline of how the international order operates and the basics of politics from a 

global perspective. The summer school is taught in English and the maximum number of places is 25. 

The next registration takes place from February 2017. For more details see www.esade.edu.    

 

Year 13: Bachelor degree taught in English in Switzerland Hochschule Luzern offers a bachelor 

degree in Energy Systems Engineering taught wholly in English. For entry a well-balanced combination 

of courses within the IB diploma programme is needed. Further details may be found at 

www.hslu.ch/energy-systems.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by Colgate University NY on 29-Sept-16 Colgate University 

is a small liberal arts institution of 2900 undergraduates. Some 80 per cent of faculty members live in 

and around Hamilton, so students get to know them well. Hamilton has about 42,000 inhabitants and a 

range of amenities, from book shops and restaurants to boutiques and cinemas. With over 200 clubs, 

division 1 athletics, patriot league, intramural sports and community service, students quickly become 

engaged in the community. The academic programme is rigorous and for admission SAT or ACT is 

required. There are 54 different majors, the most popular including biology, English, psychology and 

economics. ‘Thought into Action’ fosters entrepreneurship, a year of mentoring by alumni allowing for 

realistic business and marketing plans. From New York by bus it is four hours. Alternatively a shuttle 

bus runs from nearby Syracuse airport.  
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