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Year 13: Tilburg University Tilburg University has an application deadline coming up: 15-Jan-18 for 

International Business Administration. The International Business Administration programme is broad 

and highly ranked. For more details go to https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/education/bachelors-

programs/international-business-administration/.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by Norwich University of the Arts (GB) on 28-Nov-17 
Norwich University of the Arts is a specialist institution in the centre of Norwich. London is two hours 

away by train, Cambridge an hour. Together with the University of East Anglia and Norwich City 

College, there is a sizeable student population in the city. Although it was founded in 1845, Norwich 

University of the Arts has a very progressive outlook. One of the new courses, for example, meshes 

computer coding with design. In fact, what is offered is always changing according to what industry 

demands. Included within each course are professional skills. These give graduates the necessary skills 

to market their experience. Thus even at undergraduate level there are live projects with real clients, for 

example applying branding in graphics or filming for an environmental campaign. The degree in fine 

art includes preparing for lots of exhibitions, whether through contributing paintings or assessing health 

and safety. By the end of their degree graduates should be ready to come up with original ideas, liaise 

with clients and engage with industry. No foundation diploma is required for entry, although this could 

be useful for discovering personal direction. If starting from scratch, the degree programme lasts for 

four years. The online prospectus should be read carefully. Computer games, for example, is different 

from animation. It is possible to be interested in both degrees. Moving between the two disciplines is 

feasible because of the similarities. There is nothing to prevent a graduate in computer games securing 

a job at Disney. Games design is based around art. Maths Studies within the IB programme is therefore 

suitable for admissions. But a portfolio is essential. This should illustrate the ability to experiment and 

come up with new ideas. The thinking process in particular must be evident in the photographs, sketches 

or drawings. Applicants should not be afraid to take risks with their art. There are two halls of residence, 

which can accommodate some 2,000 students, and international students are guaranteed a room. 

Between six and eight students share a kitchen. For more details go to www.nua.ac.uk.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by The School of the Art Institute of Chicago (IL-USA) on 

23-Nov-17 The School of the Art Institute of Chicago is a totally interdisciplinary institution. There are 

eighteen departments. Each can combine with another. Thus a student working in painting can link up 

with cyber materials. The key is to choose a personal adventure. There is no chance that such freedom 

can go awry: academic advisers are appointed to help students choose a suitable curriculum. Mixing oils 

with videos is not a problem. The School of the Art Institute of Chicago pushes the boundaries of what 

can be. It does not want to stick to just what is. Conceptual classes run alongside traditional classes. 

Grades are not given because they are not felt to be conducive to creativity and development. To apply 

there is needed one letter of recommendation, a portfolio, an artistic statement (where the portfolio, not 

an autobiography, is discussed), test scores and the Common Application form. If an applicant is 

applying after taking final exams, whether IB diploma or IB career-related programme, then these grades 

can be used instead of test scores in SAT or ACT. What cannot be accepted are predicted scores. With 

ACT 21 is the acceptable score, with SAT 560. The admissions office wants to ascertain the passion of 

each applicant for art. The portfolio is therefore like a solo show. Its curation is down to personal taste, 

its focus on an area of real interest. The Arts Institute of Chicago holds the largest collection outside the 

Metropolitan in New York and the Louvre in Paris. Students at the Art Institute have privileged access 

to this collection. They can arrange a personal appointment, for example, to look at the items in the rare 

prints and drawing room. The residences are superb, the rooms either single or twin. Tuition comes to 

around $45,000 a year, the residences $10,000 on top of this. Some 85 per cent of students live in the 

residences in their first year. The School of the Art Institute of Chicago operates the oldest and largest 

programme of internships in the USA. These internships can be taken during the academic year or over 

the holidays. All students must undertake at least two semesters abroad, whether at another university 

or on internship. There are over sixty student clubs and societies, including newspaper, radio, and sports. 

Beach volleyball on the shores of Lake Michigan is popular. For more details see www.saic.edu.  
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Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by SCAD on 23-Nov-17 Savannah College of Art and Design 

has four locations: Atlanta (GA-USA), Savannah (GA-USA), Lacoste (F) and Hong Kong. The Lacoste 

campus, however, is only for study abroad. There are about 13,000 students. Students are admitted to 

all the campuses and so they can transfer if they wish. Over twenty per cent of the student body is 

international. While no portfolio is normally required for entry, it is needed for financial scholarships. 

How the portfolio is presented remains a personal choice. For drawings and paintings it must consist of 

between ten and twenty images uploaded to the Slideroom online platform. Evaluation is conducted on 

an individual basis because there are no set requirements. What the adjudicators are considering includes 

creativity, presentation, technique, talent, potential and composition. No particular grades are needed in 

the IB diploma or IB career-related programme, but higher scores do attract academic credit. Additional 

scholarships are available after the successful completion of the first year with at least forty-five credits. 

US citizens must sit SAT or ACT, but international students do not. Interviews are optional, but they 

can only enhance an application, never impacting negatively. If the Common Application is used, it is 

recommended that the admissions office is notified by e-mail once this is submitted, the process thereby 

being expedited. Alternatively a direct application can be made. Opportunities for internships are legion, 

especially in Atlanta and Hong Kong. Savannah is a quieter campus where it is possible to walk or cycle 

everywhere. Every first year student must take, among other courses, history of design and an elective 

from maths, history of science or astronomy. There are usually between five and seven elective courses. 

Introductory classes allow for experimentation and so an informed path to declaring a major. For more 

details go to www.scad.edu.   

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by McGill University on 12-Oct-17 McGill holds a strong 

reputation, ranked by Macleans (www.macleans.ca) as first in Canada. But ranking only form part of 

the picture. Internationally McGill lies, according to QS rankings (www.topuniversities.com), among 

the top thirty. With such quality of education, a McGill degree is recognised everywhere. Graduates are 

welcome to stay in Canada. Some twenty-seven per cent of the students come from outside Canada. 

Similarly the professors hail from all over the world. Montreal is not only bilingual, but is one of the 

most affordable of any of the major cities. The student community is vibrant. Built before the city, the 

main campus enjoys space. Most of the degree programmes are run at this campus. The Macdonald 

campus is situated in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue and is connected by public transport to Montreal. Here run 

courses in farming and environmental sciences. A room in a hall of residence is guaranteed to all first 

year students. Afterwards help is offered for finding a flat. There are many clubs and societies. 

Investment is heavy in affording students a rewarding experience outside of academic life. Applicants 

must choose a general field of education within a faculty, for example arts of science, but they can take 

a minor outside their main faculty. The minor is chosen once at McGill, not before. 41 points in the IB 

diploma (not including core points in Theory of Knowledge and Extended Essay) allows for scholarship 

consideration. Based on the figures from last year, 34 in the IB diploma should give access to arts, 36 

to management and 37 to physical sciences. Engineering requires HL or SL Maths, Physics and 

Chemistry. Management requires HL or SL Maths. For more details go to www.mcgill.ca.  

 

Years 10, 11 and 12: Journalism The Boston Summer Institute gives students aged fifteen to eighteen 

the opportunity to expand their skills, experience college life and explore Boston. Each two-week 

session expands student skills through hands-on, real-life learning. Guided by award-winning working 

journalists, students report and write about what is happening in real time: government, business, sports, 

crime, courts, the arts and more. Students are also exposed to techniques for hard-core investigations. 

The Boston Summer Institute also serves as an exploration of campus life. Students live in Boston 

University halls of residence and eat in the undergraduate dining hall. Instructors use the same textbook 

from Boston University’s course in the fundamentals of journalism, and give students freedom to pursue 

their own stories. For more details go to http://studentprograms.necir.org/pre-college-summer-institute/.  

 

Year 13: Recommendation Particularly for US universities students have to ask teachers to write letters 

of recommendation to support their applications. This is a personal agreement between students and 

teachers. Teachers upload these letters onto Naviance or another official site for sending to universities.  
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