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Years 12 and 13: Medical placements Project Transylvania in Romania provides structured medical 

work experience with mentoring from local doctors and UK medical students. The placements include: 

25 hours of hospital work experience per week, an interview workshop, a multiple-mini interview 

simulation, a panel interview simulation, two clinical training sessions and breakfast and dinner in 

private accommodation. The next suitable dates are 23 to 29-Oct-16 and 18 to 24 Dec-16. For more 

details see http://www.medicalprojects.co.uk/hospital-work-experience.  

 

Years 12 and 13: EPFL Open Days École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) is offering an 

opportunity on 30-Nov-16 and 01-Dec-16 to understand better the different degree choices on offer. It 

is possible to sign up for just the information day on 30-Nov-16 or both this information day and an 

additional practical day on 01-Dec-16. To read further details about the open days, including a timetable, 

and to register attendance go to www.bachelor.epfl.ch/journees-info.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Dutch Universities Fair On 29-Sept-16 in Room 423/Salle Rousseau from 09:00 to 

10:00 there will be a presentation on higher education in the Netherlands and the opportunity to meet 

with admissions staff from Erasmus University Rotterdam, Tilburg University, Maastricht University 

and Leiden University College. Many courses are taught wholly in English and span the whole range of 

subjects, from Liberal Arts and Law to Engineering and Water Management. The cost of studying in the 

Netherlands is also very favourable in comparison with the UK and USA.  

 

Years 11, 12 and 13: English degrees Studying for a degree in English Language and Literature or a 

related academic discipline is a popular destination for students from the Campus des Nations.  To gain 

some further ideas about the subject from a former Campus des Nations student, go to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4z2qsdATp8.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Supercurricular activities Fictions: Reflecting on the World through Literature from 

18:30 to 21:30 on 26 to 29-Sept-16 in the Jean Piaget Lecture Hall at Uni Dufour, Rue du Général-

Dufour 24, 1204 Genève. No reservation is necessary. For further details on this conference in French 

see www.rencontres-int-geneve.ch. Translating and Interpreting 1941 to 2016 on 01-Oct-16 from 13:00 

to 17:30 in Uni-Mail , 40 bd du Pont-d’Arve, 1205 Genève. A celebration through stands and 

presentations of the 75th anniversary of the Faculté de Traduction et d’Interpretation of the University 

of Geneva. For further details see www.unige.ch/fti-75ans.  

 

Years 11, 12 and 13: SAT Preparation Tutors Plus is once again offering SAT preparation in Geneva 

this autumn every Sunday from 14:30 to 16:30. The start date is 02-Oct-16 and the end date is 10-Nov-

16, although there is no class on 30-Oct-16. The course is being held at The Hub near Cornavin station 

and comprises twenty hours of classroom study with an experienced teacher, three mock exams and 

access to the Tutors Plus online SAT portal for additional online homework including Vocab Videos. 

Tutors Plus SAT teachers are fully qualified professional who have not only been trained by A-list 

Education based in New York and also have many years of SAT/ACT preparation experience behind 

them. They have in addition full background checks in place. The cost is 1450 CHF per person. For 

further details go to www.tutorsplus.com.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Medicine with Gap Medics Gap Medics offers work experience in the field of 

medicine for students aged 16 and 17 over a two-week period in the Caribbean from 12-Feb-17. Students 

can attend for either one or two weeks. Full support is given with each student being assigned a personal 
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mentor. There are 30 spaces available. For more details and to register send an e-mail to 

info@gapmedics.com.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by the University of British Columbia on 12-Sept-16 The 

University of British Columbia likes to put the student in the driving seat. Hence there are many 

opportunities of which to take advantage. These range from internships and academic awards to sporting 

success and research projects. At the same time plenty of support is provided so that ambitions can be 

realised. What makes the University of British Columbia great are the students. It is ranked among the 

top five public research universities in north America. The firm belief is that graduates should be ready 

to participate in the workforce. Over $500 million was bestowed on research last year. The professors 

are accessible, sharing at least three hours a week of their time with students, their ratio to students being 

1:15. All this attracts students from around the world. Last year there were 13,000 international students 

or 20 per cent of the student body. There are two campuses. The Vancouver campus is cosmopolitan in 

atmosphere. A regional park separates it from the residential area. While the facilities are such that 

students do not have to leave the campus, it is only a 25-minute bus ride to the city centre and just an 

hour from the mountains for skiing. Vancouver is the third largest city in Canada and thus offers plenty 

of entertainment, from festivals to food culture. To underline its diverse nature, some 60 per cent of the 

inhabitants were not born in the city. The area possesses one of the mildest climates in the country, with 

the average temperature in winter being 6°C and snow rarely falling in the city itself. The other campus 

is at Okanagan. This was started in 2005. Smaller than the Vancouver campus, it is purpose-built and 

state-of-the-art, not least in its use of geothermal energy. Situated on the shores of a lake, the adjoining 

town of Kelowna has 180,000 inhabitants. Mountain biking, skiing and water sports are on offer. 

Through the emphasis on experiential learning undergraduates can get involved in research, for example 

in developing customised synthetic heart valves modelled after the heart of each patient who requires 

treatment. The co-op/work experience programme is particularly strong. Its competitiveness demands 

election through interviews. The programme alternates with academic study. Some 90 per cent of co-

op/work experience students gain employment immediately after graduating and international students 

are allowed to take part. Not only are there lots of varsity sports, but also many intramural teams and 

over 350 clubs. Currently the cost of tuition for international students is the equivalent of 22,000 CHF 

a year. Applications are completed online and allow for a first and second choice of course. While there 

are no letters of recommendation, five personal questions are posed, these eliciting not just what an 

applicant has achieved, but also what an applicant has learnt from past experiences. English A at HL or 

SL generally meets the language requirements for entry. 

 

Year 13: Oxford applications from the teachers’ e-newsletter The deadline for applications to 

Oxford (and Cambridge) is 15-Oct-16. The Oxford admissions process is described at 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford?wssl=1. Alongside the UCAS 

form there must for many subjects be submitted samples of written work marked by teachers at the 

Campus des Nations. Details of what to submit to Oxford can be found at 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/written-work?wssl=1. Many 

subjects also require a written test which is taken at the Campus des Nations on 02-11-16. Details of 

these tests for Oxford can be found at https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-

oxford/tests?wssl=1. Help is provided in Room 424 with the completion of all UCAS forms and those 

students who are invited to Oxford (and Cambridge) will be given practice interviews. 

 

Years 11, 12 and 13: US universities presentation in Zurich Columbia, Duke, Georgetown, 

Northwestern, Princeton, and Vanderbilt will be presenting in Zurich at 16:00 on 08-Oct-16. To register 

for the meeting go to https://ugadmission.northwestern.edu/portal/international.  

 

M.D Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations 
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