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Years 12 and 13: Czech Universities A number of universities in the Czech Republic offer degrees 

taught wholly in English. For the full range go to https://www.studyin.cz/. Academy of Performing Arts 

(Prague) https://www.famu.cz/en/eng/ Film, Choreography, Dance Theory, Music Management, Music 

Practice, Nonverbal Theatre, Composition, Sound Production ■ Brno University of Technology 

http://www.vutbr.cz Applied Sciences in Engineering, Civil Engineering, Electrical Control Technology 

■ Charles University (Prague, Hradec Králové, Plzeň) https://cuni.cz Computer Science, Dentistry, 

Economics and Finance, Informatics, Liberal Arts and Humanities, Medicine (see also Guidance 

Bulletin 50), Pharmacy, Physiotherapy ■ Czech University of Life Sciences (Prague) 

https://www.czu.cz.en Agricultural Engineering, Agriculture and Food, Agriculture in Tropics and 

Subtropics, Business Management, Economics and Management, Environmental Engineering, Forestry, 

Geographic Information Systems, International Cooperation in Agriculture and Rural Development, 

Sustainability of Natural Resources ■ University of Economics (Prague) https://www.vse.cz/english/ 

Business Administration, International Business ■ University of Hradec Králové https://uhk.cz/en-

GB/UHK Applied Informatics, Applied Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Social Pathology, 

Toxicology ■ Jan Evangelista Purkyně University (Ústí nad Labem) https://fud.ujep.cz/en/ Applied 

Nanotechnology, Applied Physics, Art Education ■ Technical University of Liberec 

https://www.tul.cz/en/ Business Administration, Information and Communication Management, 

Mechanical Engineering, Textile ■ Masaryk University (Brno) https://www.muni.cz/en Dentistry, 

English Language and Literature, International Relations, Physiotherapy ■ Mendel University (Brno) 

https://www.mendelu.cz Agrobiology, Economics and Management, International Territorial Studies, 

Regional Development ■ Metropolitan University (Prague) https://mup.cz Anglophone Studies, 

International Business, international Relations ■ University of Ostrava https://osu.edu Medicine, 

Physiotherapy ■ University of Pardubice https://www.upce.cz Systems Engineering and Informatics ■ 

University of South Bohemia (České Budějovice) https://www.jcu.cz/study-at-usb Bioinformatics, 

Biological Chemistry, Nursing ■ Tomas Bata University (Zlín) https://www.utb.cz Engineering 

Informatics, Management and Economics, Philology ■ University of Veterinary and Pharmaceutical 

Sciences (Brno) https://www.vfu.cz  Animal Protection and Quality, Food Safety and Quality.  

 

Years 12 and 13: League of European Research Universities LERU is an association of some of the 

most renowned research universities in Europe. Membership is periodically evaluated against research, 

funding, disciplinary breadth and peer-recognised academic excellence. The twenty-three members are: 

Amsterdam, Barcelona, Cambridge (see Guidance Bulletin 1 and 43), Copenhagen, Trinity College 

Dublin, Edinburgh, Freiburg-im-Breisgau (see Guidance Bulletin 18), Geneva, Heidelberg, Helsinki, 

Leiden, KU Leuven, Imperial College London, University College London (see Guidance Bulletin 40), 

Lund, Milan, Oxford, Sorbonne, Paris Sud, Strasbourg, Utrecht and Zurich. For more details about 

LERU go to https://www.leru.org/.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Gap Year A database of vetted organisations and a guide to what is involved can be 

found at www.independentgapadvice.org. From case studies to travel safety, this is a useful resource. 

 

Years 12 and 13: UK Scholarships The Scholarship Hub, which offers information on scholarships, 

grants and bursaries open to UK/EU citizens at UK universities, as well as suggesting fundraising ideas 

and some more unusual sources of money, can be found at www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Essay Competition Choose a title from the seven one-word options (Nations, Guilt, 

Security, Infinity, Energy, Gender or Icon). Write an essay of up to 1,500 words on that title. Submit 

that essay to essays@dukeseducation.com by 05-May-19 and include your name and the name of your 

school in the submission. The winners will be announced on 05-Jun-19. The first prize is GBP500, the 

second GBP200. For more details go to https://dukeseducation.com/essay-prize.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Notes from the visit by Leeds College of Music (GB) on 14-Feb-19 Founded in 

1965, Leeds College of Music is a member of the European Association of Conservatoires. It is a 

specialist institution in performing arts. The staff are performing professionals, often teaching part-time 
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and playing the rest of the time in bands and orchestras. A conservatoire must offer one-to-one tuition. 

It is therefore more practical than a university, offering primarily training rather than education in music. 

Yet the degree – at Leeds College of Music awarded by the University of Hull – is a full BA (Hons). At 

the same time students must think critically. By contrast a music degree at a university affords a different 

balance. Students still play a lot, but they must also analyse the thinking behind the music. One-to-one 

tuition is not obligatory and the buildings will be shared with other academic disciplines. There are also 

private providers such as LIPA (Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts). The key difference here is that 

there are neither rules about providing one-to-one tuition nor a requirement to offer classical music. 

With some twelve million visitors coming to the UK to hear music, the UK is the top country in the 

world for ticket sales. UK recording labels are currently experiencing their fastest growth in twenty-five 

years. Leeds College of Music may be described as an interesting mixture of conservatoire and 

university. Starting as a jazz college, it is the longest running jazz institute in the UK, and so has always 

been forward thinking. It runs degrees in pop, production, folk, musical theatre, classical and other areas. 

In some cases these can be taken as a major/minor. The total cohort of 1,200 is small for a university, 

but big for a music college. All the genres look towards artistry and completion of a nicely finished 

production. The Music Business Department, which does not include one-to-one tuition, focuses on 

streaming, festivals, radio stations, venues and creating a professional network. The degrees otherwise 

include group study (band or ensemble), one-to-one tuition, contextual studies (theory and history of a 

given genre) and professional skills (contract law, marketing, social media, jobs). The facilities comprise 

thirteen studios (six recording and seven mixing) and seventy practice rooms. Leeds College of Music 

is an authorised Apple software centre. Since more than ninety per cent of the pianos on the campus are 

Steinway, it has the status of an All Steinway School. A music degree fosters collaborative and 

cooperative skills. Such people skills are sought in any field of work. Digital skills are at the forefront 

because of the prevalence of social media. Many music graduates are self-employed business people. 

They harness a portfolio career, combining teaching, recording, live performance and composition. 

Music is ubiquitous, from television programmes and advertisements to weddings and video games. 

There is a hall of residence, run by Unite and reserved for first year students, right next to the campus. 

For entry to the music degrees Grade 8 ABRSM, which is offered at Campus des Nations as an 

extracurricular activity, or an equivalent is required. For more details go to https://www.lcm.ac.uk/. 

 

Years 10, 11 and 12: US Summer School The Cornerstone Summer Institute at the University of 

Virginia gives students the opportunity to learn about slavery and its legacies by exploring 

Charlottesville and its landmarks. Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 have the opportunity to engage in 

historical investigation, archaeological excavation and community engagement. In doing so they 

develop thinking skills to prepare them for success in college. Applications are accepted on a rolling 

basis until 22-Apr-19. For details go to http://slavery.virginia.edu/cornerstone-summer-institute/.  

 

Years 10, 11 and 12: London/New York internships Students will embark on an exciting journey, 

from 02 to 06-Aug-19 (London) or from 09 to 13-Aug-19 (New York), with high-ranking bankers who 

will coach them through live, interactive experiences of Sales & Trading, Mergers & Acquisitions, 

Private Equity and Hedge Funds. They will also visit the London Stock Exchange/New York Stock 

Exchange as well as multibillion-dollar asset managers. The internship is for students aged 15-18. No 

prior experience or application is required. For more details about the internships and to book a place 

go to https://investineducation.co.uk/products/the-young-investment-banker-summer-internship-2019. 

 

Years 9, 10 and 11: Music The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) is the 

world’s leading provider of music exams. Each year some 600,000 candidates take the exams in over 

ninety countries. There are eight grades in both practical musicianship and theory. These can be awarded 

a pass, a merit or a distinction. To progress beyond Grade 5 in practical musicianship, Grade 5 in theory 

must be achieved. The University of Cambridge requires for entry to its music degree a merit in Grade 

8 theory. For other institutions, such as the Royal Conservatoire The Hague or the Eastman School of 

Music, ABRSM provides the grounding necessary to compete in the auditions. For more details about 

ABRSM go to https://us.abrsm.org. For ABRSM at Nations write to florence.ursenbacher@ecolint.ch.  

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations mark.grant@ecolint.ch  
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