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Summary of the term To share new developments and discuss best practice there was a meeting at La 

Grande Boissière on 18-Sept-19, which was chaired by the Director of Education, for guidance 

counsellors from across the three campuses. Training in Maia, the online platform for guidance 

counsellors to send application documents to US universities and colleges, took place on 10-Sept-19 at 

La Châtaigneraie. For Year 10 there was an introduction to guidance and a presentation on 05-Nov-19 

by Condé Nast College (GB) about careers in the fashion industry. For Year 11 there were assemblies 

about Design Technology on 01-Nov-19, Arts (Theatre, Visual and Film) on 14-Nov-19, Individuals 

and Societies (Geography, History, History in French, Psychology and Economics) on 20-Nov-19 and 

option choices in general on 13-Nov-19. A coffee and information morning for Year 11 parents took 

place on 16-Sept-19 and information sessions about options in Years 12 and 13 on 14-Nov-19 and 27-

Nov-19. All Year 11 students are having individual guidance meetings on IBDP/CP option choices. For 

Year 12 there was an induction session about guidance on 03-Sept-19 and a parent information evening 

on 16-Sept-19. For Year 13 there was a parent information evening on 18-Sept-19. The IBCP students 

attended workshops on choosing universities and writing personal statements on 25-Sept-19 and 16-

Oct-19 respectively. For candidates to Oxford and Cambridge practice interviews were offered in school 

by teaching staff and outside by past parents Mr and Mrs Macdonald. In total fifty-five university 

representatives from eight different countries gave presentations on their respective institutions. 

 

Year 13: Humanitas University The application process to Humanitas University in Milan, which 

offers a six-year medical degree taught wholly in English, has recently been changed. Instead of sitting 

IMAT (International Medical Admissions Test) in early September (see Guidance Bulletin 44), 

candidates must sit HUMAT (Humanitas University Admissions Test) on 14-Feb-20. For further details 

and to register for HUMAT go to https://www.hunimed.eu/course/medicine/admissions/.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by Hochschule Heidelberg (D) on 28-Nov-19 Run by SRH, a 

not-for-profit organisation, Hochschule Heidelberg is fully accredited by the German Scientific Council. 

Heidelberg, and the surrounding Rhein-Neckar region, is known for its natural beauty and economic 

strength. The BA degrees in International Business and in Watersports Management are taught wholly 

in English. Classes are small. Teaching is done in blocks of five weeks. At the end of each block there 

is an assessment, which can take the form of project work, case study, oral presentation or written exam. 

The lecturers all have practical experience in business and many are still working in the field. The 

student body hails from over fifty countries. Further international experience can be gained through a 

semester abroad or a dual degree. The latter is offered in partnership with Kookmin University in Korea 

or Bournemouth University in UK. Accommodation is available in single rooms with bathroom. A 

kitchen is shared between six rooms. For entry 24 points are required in the IB diploma. As with all 

German universities (see Guidance Bulletin 59), one of the HL subjects must be Mathematics or a 

Science (Physics, Chemistry or Biology). Design Technology, Visual Arts, Theatre Arts and Film are 

accepted. The annual tuition fees are €8,040/CHF8,845. Living expenses typically come to about 

€800/CHF880 per month. For more details go to https://www.hochschule-heidelberg.de/en/homepage/.    

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by New York University (NY-USA) on 01-Oct-19 New York 

University is divided into different schools. Students must choose their major (and, if wished, minor) by 

the end of the second year. The opportunity is provided to spend time at the Abu Dhabi campus. As its 

name suggests, the Gallatin School of Individualized Study allows students to access courses from 

across the other schools, for example from the College of Arts and Science. Given its location, New 

York University does not have a focus on sports, although it is in NCAA Division 3. Students must 

therefore use the facilities of the city, which entails travel on the subway, rather than expect everything 

to be on the campus. Personal visits can be arranged to New York University by going to the website 

and booking a suitable date. Most undergraduates undertake study abroad in the second or third year. 

Whether Early Decision 1 or 2 is selected does not a make great deal of difference, apart from the amount 

of time available to prepare the application, although both afford a better chance of gaining an offer than 

Regular Decision. If unsure about the choice of major, it is recommended to apply undecided. Admission 

https://www.hunimed.eu/course/medicine/admissions/
https://www.hochschule-heidelberg.de/en/homepage/


to New York University is SAT and ACT flexible. Some 28 per cent of the student body is international, 

a particularly high proportion for the United States. For more details go to https://www.nyu.edu/. 

 

Years 12 and 13: Finnish universities Some undergraduate degrees at Finnish universities are taught 

in English. For more details go to https://www.studyinfinland.fi/. The application process starts on 08-

Jan-20 and finishes on 22-Jan-20. There are no tuition fees for EU and Swiss citizens. Centria University 

of Applied Sciences (Kokkola) https://web.centria.fi/en Environmental Chemistry ■ Häme University 

of Applied Sciences (Forssa) https://www.hamk.fi/hame-university-of-applied-sciences/?lang=en 

Information Technology ■ University of Helsinki https://www.helsinki.fi/en Science (Mathematics, 

Physics, Chemistry, Computer Science) ■ LAB University of Applied Sciences (Lahti and 

Lappeenranta) https://www.lab.fi/en Engineering, International Business, Nursing (but basic Finnish 

required for dealing with patients), Tourism ■ Laurea University of Applied Sciences (near Helsinki – 

main campuses at Tikkurila in Vantaa and Leppävaara in Espoo)  https://www.laurea.fi/en/ Business 

Information Technology, Hospitality Management, Nursing (but basic Finnish required for dealing with 

patients), Risk Management, Social Services ■ Novia University of Applied Sciences (Raseborg) 

https://www.novia.fi/novia-uas/ Sustainable Coastal Management ■ Seinäjoki University of Applied 

Sciences https://www.seamk.fi/en/ International Business ■ Tampere University of Applied Sciences 

https://www.tuni.fi/en/ Environmental Engineering, Sustainable Urban Development.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Sustainability Summer School (GB) Future leaders in food production, healthcare 

and business face a rapidly changing and complex world. The Leadership in Global Change Summer 

School provides an opportunity to understand the critical issues that currently face the world. Scientists, 

entrepreneurs and academics will run courses in and around Oxford to include Food and Forests (19-

Jul-20 to 25-Jul-20) and Eco Communicators (26-Jul-20 to 01-Aug-20). The fee of £1,800/CHF2,325 

per week includes accommodation and meals. For more information go to https://www.ligc.co.uk/.  

 

Years 11 and 12: IB Summer Experiences Oxford Study Courses runs pre-IB and IB revision courses 

in UK, Belgium, Germany, Italy and USA. For more details go to https://www.osc-ib.com. 

 

Years 11 and 12: McGill University Summer Academy (QC-CAN) The Summer Academy offers 

two weeks of classes, workshops, activities and trips, all supervised night and day by staff and students 

from McGill University. The experience can be a good introduction to university life. To join the mailing 

list go to https://www.mcgill.ca/summeracademy/general-information/mailinglist.  

 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: International Summer School Oxbridge Academic Programmes runs 

introductions to Medicine, Engineering, Psychology, Computer Science, Law, Robotics and more. Held 

in July and August 2020 in UK (Cambridge and Oxford), USA (Boston, Los Angeles and New York), 

France (Paris and Montpellier) and Spain (Barcelona and Salamanca), they are open to anyone aged 13 

to 18. For more details go to https://www.oxbridgeprogrammes.com or text OX2020 with your name 

and e-mail address to 57682 to receive the 2020 brochure.  

 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: Summer School Competition (GB) The Immerse Education Essay 

Competition offers the opportunity to win a full scholarship to participate on an Immerse Education 

academic summer programme in Cambridge. Any student aged 13 to 18 can submit a response to a 

question relating to their chosen subject and age group. From Medicine, Computer Science and Physics 

to Engineering, Creative Writing and English Literature, there is a category for every interest. Entry to 

the competition is free. For details and to register go to https://www.immerse.education/essay-

competition/.  

 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12: Summer School UK Reach Cambridge runs courses in Computer Science, 

Engineering, Creative Writing, Law, Mathematics, Medicine, Physics, Politics and more. The two-week 

courses cost £4,295/CHF5,500 and the four-week courses £7,295/CHF9,425. Teaching is by leading 

scholars and experts. To request further details go to https://www.reachcambridge.com/contact.  

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations mark.grant@ecolint.ch   
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