
Guidance Bulletin 77, 18th November 2019 

 

Year 13: University of Toronto Although the official deadline for most degree courses is 15-Jan-20, it 

is strongly recommended to submit any applications to the University of Toronto as soon as possible in 

Nov-19. Applicants should complete the form at https://www.ouac.on.ca/ouac-105/ and let me know by 

e-mail of their decision so that I can forward the transcript and predicted grades.   

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by Loyola University Chicago (IL-USA) on 26-Sept-19 A 

private institution with a Roman Catholic tradition, Loyola University is home to 16,000 students. 

Besides the main campus in Chicago, there are satellite campuses in Rome and Ho Chi Minh City. Class 

sizes are small with an average of sixteen students in each. Housing in guaranteed for the first two years 

and available, if wished, for all four years. It can be based around the choice of major, for example a 

group of students interested in entrepreneurship being placed together. All students must undertake 

internships. Service learning, too, is compulsory. For entry SAT or ACT is required. A score of 1200 or 

more in SAT is the norm. IB subjects at Higher Level accrue academic credit. Scholarships are available 

for up to $25,000 per annum. Programmes in pre-law, pre-medicine and pre-pharmacy are offered. 

Loyola University is investing in environmental sustainability. The library runs off solar energy. About 

a third of the study body is from a Roman Catholic background. In the first year there is a compulsory 

module in theology. Sport is in NCAA Division 4. For further details go to https://www.luc.edu/.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Art Open Days in Geneva HEAD, which specialises in Fine Arts, Cinema, Interior 

Architecture, Fashion Design and Product Design, is holding its Open Day/Portes Ouvertes on 18-Jan-

20 (am) and an information session about admissions on 19-Feb-20 from 18:30 to 20:30. For more 

information go to https://www.hesge.ch/head/formations-et-recherche/bachelor/admissions-2020. 

IPAC Design, which specialises in Interior Design, Communication (Interactive Design, Media and 

Strategy) Fashion Design and Product Design, is holding its Open Day/Portes Ouvertes on 15-Jan-20 

from 11:00 to 20:00. For more information go to https://www.ipac-design.ch/agenda.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from the visit by Boston University (MA-USA) on 25-Sept-19 As a city with 

good public transport and ease of walking, Boston feels quite European. Indeed, it is ranked third in the 

USA for its number of international students. Boston University is a welcoming community. It offers an 

open campus within the city that lines a long stretch of Commonwealth Avenue. The faculties and 

residences constitute almost a mile of buildings. On campus there is always a lot to do, whether studying, 

socialising or engaging in sports and societies. There are, in fact, some 450 student interest groups. Sport 

is divided between Division 1 and intramural. The student body is 25 per cent international and 

comprises some 140 different nationalities. Studying abroad is popular, with destinations including 

Bocconi University in Milan for Business and Sciences-Po in Le Havre for Politics. Global work 

experience certainly helps make job applications stand out later. Most students decide on their major 

only after they have started at Boston University. Exposure to many more subjects than are on offer at 

secondary school frees the imagination. At the core of any degree course is the compulsory liberal arts 

requirement. Including trainee doctors and nurses, there are 30,000 students in total, 16,000 of whom 

are undergraduates. It is worth remembering that medicine encompasses a broad area: besides practical 

medicine to treat patients directly, public health and medical administration may also be considered. For 

a good chance of entry, 37 points in the IB diploma is the usual minimum, a score of 5 or above in 

Higher Level subjects accruing academic credit. ACT and SAT are optional for students at international 

schools outside the USA. For further details see Guidance Bulletin 57 and  http://www.bu.edu/.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Supercurricular activities Thomas Piketty (École d’économie de Paris) ‘Capital 

Idéologie’ at 18:15 on 28-Nov-19 in Room MR380 Uni Mail (40 bld du Pont d’Arve, 1205 Genève), 

Iain Stewart (University of Plymouth) ‘Natural Disasters: Communication to Save Lives’ at 18:00 on 

28-Nov-19 in Auditoire A300 Sciences II (Quai Ernest-Ansermet 30, 1205 Genève) and Roger Chartier 

(Bodmer Lab) ‘Identités d’auteur, matérialité du texte et practiques de lecture’ at 18:30 on 25-Nov-19 

in Aula du bâtiment B (Campus Battelle, Route de Drize 7, 1227 Carouge), 26-Nov-19 at 18:30 in Musée 

Voltaire (Rue des Délices 25, 1203 Genève) and 27-Nov-19 in Salle B108 Uni Bastions (rue de Candolle 

5, 1211 Genève). For more details go to www.unige.ch/public.  
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Year 12: Harvard Summer School There are two strands to the Harvard Summer School: a two-week 

preview of college life and a seven-week college experience. Both include accommodation on campus. 

With over two hundred courses from which to choose – for example, neuroscience, film, philosophy, 

creative writing and computer science – a broad academic perspective can be gained. A video about the 

programme can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=xDr4tQGg3uM. The four-

credit course costs $3,340, the eight-credit course $6,680. For more details and to register go to 

https://www.summer.harvard.edu/.  

 

Year 12: SAT and ACT The deadline to register for SAT on 14-Mar-20 is 14-Feb-20. The deadline to 

register for SAT on 02-May-20 is 03-Apr-20. The deadline to register for ACT on 14-Dec-19 is 22-Nov-

19. The deadline to register for ACT on 08-Feb-20 is 17-Jan-20. To take SAT at La Grande Boissière, 

the School Code (International School of Geneva) is 796086, the Centre Code (Campus des Nations) 

59817. To take ACT at La Grande Boissière, the School Code is 796086, the Centre Code 867760. 

Registration for SAT is at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests/register and for 

ACT at https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html.   

 

Years 11 and 12: London International Youth Science Forum This residential science event is based 

at Imperial College London for students aged between sixteen and twenty-one. Leading scientists will 

give twelve main lecture demonstrations. Five hundred students usually attend from over seventy 

countries. There is a choice of over fifty visits to leading research institutions in London, Oxford and 

Cambridge. Four specialist lecture sessions are given in areas including Artificial Intelligence, 

Nanotechnology, Engineering, Robotics, Biology, Medicine, Chemistry, Physics, Maths and 

Astrophysics. The cost of £2,095 includes accommodation, meals, lectures and scientific visits. For a 

video about the programme and to apply go to https://www.liysf.org.uk/liysf/liysf-2020.  

 

Year 11: Choosing IBDP subjects Some degree courses have specific requirements. Many other degree 

courses are flexible about the subjects needed for entry. It is important to note that German universities 

do not accept Nature of Science. Swiss research universities do not recognise Film, Visual Arts, Theatre 

Arts, Psychology, Design Technology or Nature of Science. In addition, EPFL (École Polytechnique 

Fédérale de Lausanne) does not recognise Economics. Irish universities do not admit students with 

Maths Applications SL to courses involving science, whether Biochemistry or Physical Education. 

Canadian universities generally restrict Maths Applications to programmes in Arts and Humanities. 

Architecture HL Visual Arts (strongly advised for UK), Maths (Analysis or Applications) (for a few 

courses) Biomedical Sciences HL Biology, Chemistry Chemistry Chemistry and two of Maths 

(Analysis), Physics and Biology (for Canada all three) Computer Science HL Maths (Analysis) often 

required or preferred at many universities, although some like a combination of arts and sciences 

Economics HL Maths (Analysis) for some courses (Cambridge, Oxford, LSE and others) but otherwise 

SL Maths (Analysis ideally) is acceptable Engineering HL Physics, Maths (Analysis) (for Canada also 

HL/SL Chemistry) Fine Art HL Visual Arts Medicine HL Biology, Chemistry (for India, Pakistan, The 

Netherlands also HL/SL Physics – permission has to be sought from the IB Organisation to drop the 

Group 3 Individuals and Societies subject, but it must be remembered that, without a Group 3 subject, 

Swiss research universities such as Geneva and Lausanne are then no longer accessible) Music Many 

universities and colleges will consider a minimum of ABRSM Grade 5 (theory and practice) which is 

offered as an extracurricular activity at Campus des Nations – see Guidance Bulletin 61 Natural 

Sciences (particularly in the UK) HL Maths (Analysis) can be helpful, two of Chemistry, Biology, 

Physics are essential Philosophy HL Arts or sciences acceptable and Theory of Knowledge very useful 

Physical Education HL Biology useful (Maths (Analysis) preferred in Ireland)  Psychology HL Arts 

or sciences fine, Maths (Analysis) preferred at some universities (Glasgow, Maastricht, Utrecht) 

Zoology HL Biology required and two of HL Maths (Analysis or Applications), Physics and Chemistry. 

Please note that, in addition to not accepting the subjects listed above, Swiss research universities (e.g. 

Lausanne, Geneva, Neuchâtel) need HL Maths and/or Biology/Chemistry/Physics. In addition, EPFL 

needs Maths (Analysis), Physics/Chemistry, a Language at HL, and Economics is not accepted. Visual 

Arts (ideally HL) is accepted at the specialist art colleges of HEAD in Geneva and ECAL in Lausanne. 

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations mark.grant@ecolint.ch  
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