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Some statistics for Nations Over the past ten years the following offers of places have been made by 

the eight universities in the Ivy League: 2011 Cornell (x2), Princeton / 2012 Brown, Columbia / 2014 

Dartmouth / 2015 Cornell (x2), Pennsylvania, Yale / 2016 Columbia, Pennsylvania / 2017 Pennsylvania, 

Princeton / 2018 Cornell / 2019 Columbia. Of the 53 students who applied this year to universities in 

the UK, 79 per cent included within their list at least one of the institutions in the prestigious Russell 

Group (https://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities/). Of the 18 students who applied this year to 

universities in Canada, 83 per cent included within their list at least one leading medical/doctoral 

institution (https://www.macleans.ca/education/university-rankings/university-rankings-2019-canadas-

top-medical-doctoral-schools/). Such ambition has always been strongly encouraged and supported at 

Nations and, as the statistics show in Guidance Bulletin 80, amply rewarded by admissions offices. 

 

Year 13: Results sending service The universities (maximum of six) to which each student wants their 

results sent on 06-Jul-20 have now been entered into the IBO Results Sending Service. Should there 

have been any changes of mind, please send an e-mail at once to mark.grant@ecolint.ch. Further 

universities can be added via https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/assessment-and-

exams/requesting-transcripts/. Unlike with the initial free service, there is a fee for this extra service.  

 

Year 13: Replying to US offers A deposit to secure an offer from a US university or college is typically 

due by 01-May-20. Placing a deposit at two US universities or colleges is not allowed. Unless a student 

commits an act of gross moral turpitude (ten applicants to Harvard in 2017 had their offers rescinded 

after they posted offensive comments on Facebook), an offer is generally unconditional. Some flexibility 

can usually be applied to students without SAT who have applied instead using their IB predicted scores.  

 

Year 13: IB results National systems have adapted to the current health situation. In France the Minister 

of Education announced on 03-Apr-20 that continuous assessment would replace the final exams for the 

bac. In Italy the maturità, depending on the circumstances, may either be sat later or conducted orally. 

Details about how the IB will be assessed can be found at https://www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-

ib/covid-19-coronavirus-updates/#results. University admissions offices will have already contacted, or 

will shortly be contacting, each applicant about how the changes will affect their applications. 

 

Year 13: Norwich University of the Arts To ask questions about life at Norwich University of the Arts 

(GB), join the Student Experience Talk on 21-Apr-20 at 12:00 BST (13:00 CET). To register for this 

event go to https://your.nua.ac.uk/form/3ea2e3918b5e3f6540d453e21f4e5aa6b034b090?event_id=150. 

 

Year 13: Notes from a UK universities admissions webinar on 08-Apr-20 This webinar featured 

representatives from the University of Bath, Imperial College London and the University of St Andrews. 

The IB Organisation is ensuring that the final grades will be both fair overall and also representative of 

individual ability. Universities will try to offer greater flexibility, although within certain constraints, 

the laboratory and desk space for courses such as medicine and architecture necessarily limited. UK 

universities always make more offers than there are places. But it may be that this year more students 

who are on the borderline of grades are accepted. At the same time no UK university is thinking of 

changing the offers that have already been sent to applicants. The dates for the release of final results 

will remain the same: 06-Jul-20 for IB and 13-Aug-20 for A-levels. Reports in the media can be 

misleading. If in doubt, applicants should always consult the websites of the universities to which they 

have applied, especially the sections given over to frequently asked questions. As most of the world is 

experiencing the same problems over schooling, admissions offices are loathe to receive lengthy letters 

from schools about general mitigating circumstances, although genuinely personal issues militating 

against academic progress will as ever be considered. All UK universities naturally want to give a fair 

hearing to each and every student. But since an offer constitutes a contract, universities are not obliged 

to take an applicant who in the summer has missed the grades required. Those who decide to defer until 

2021 will be considered on a case-by-case basis. In short, UK universities are still in the process of 

assessing what might be the impact of the current health situation on published grades. The key message 

is to keep studying diligently and to achieve the best possible standard in whatever work remains. 
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Years 12 and 13: Bishop’s University (QC-CAN) Bishop’s University is running a virtual open house. 

This provides an excellent opportunity to receive information on specific programmes, student life, and 

the admissions processes. On 20-Apr-20 there is a question-and-answer session with faculty members 

and a panel of current students; on 21-Apr-20 there is another question-and-answer session with faculty 

members. To register go to https://www.ubishops.ca/future-current-students/campus-tours-events/bu-

open-houses-and-events/. For a virtual tour go to http://www.campustour.ca/bishops-university.html. 

More information about universities in Quebec can be found at https://www.destinationuniversites.ca/.  

 

Years 12 and 13: Notes from a webinar with Marist College (NY-USA) on 15-Apr-20 During the 

current health situation, admissions staff at Marist College aim to be as flexible as possible, SAT not 

being required and disruption to secondary schooling being taken into account. While all classes are 

now being conducted online, some undergraduate students are having to stay in residence, their journeys 

back to home countries impossible. It is hoped that teaching in normal fashion will resume in the autumn. 

On the other hand, it may be that a blend of teaching styles is used, online for students who cannot make 

it to campus, in person for those who can travel. Entry to the USA may possibly depend on quarantining 

for a set period. If so, details will be forwarded to students so that they can plan accordingly. To have a 

virtual tour of Marist College, go to https://www.marist.edu/admission/virtual-tour. For further details 

see Guidance Bulletin 54 (Marist College Florence Campus) and https://www.marist.edu/.  

 

Year 12: Marist College The admissions office at Marist College (NY-USA) is running a virtual 

webinar on 21-Apr-20 at 08:00 EST (14:00 CET) and 12:00 EST (18:00 CET). This will provide a 

chance to talk to an admissions representative about the application process, learn about how to prepare 

for the admissions cycle and chat with current international students at Marist College. To register go to   

https://marist.secure.force.com/events/targetX_eventsb__events#/esr?eid=a0T1P00000L3g3CUAR.  

 

Year 12: UCAT The University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) is needed as part of the entry 

requirements to read Medicine at the following UK universities: Aberdeen, Anglia Ruskin, Aston, 

Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Dundee, East Anglia, Edge Hill, Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow, Hull York, 

Keele, Kent and Medway, King’s College London, Leicester, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, 

Nottingham, Plymouth, Queen Mary, Queen’s Belfast, Sheffield, Southampton, St Andrews, St 

George’s, Sunderland and Warwick. UCAT is sat at a test centre (regulated by Pearson) in Lausanne at 

a time and date of choosing. Due to the current health situation, the dates for registration, testing and 

final booking are still to be advised. For more details about UCAT go to https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat/.  

 

Year 12: Virtual visits University of Chicago (IL-USA) https://prospects.uchicago.edu/infotours/, 

Dickinson College (PA-USA) https://www.dickinson.edu/homepage/1381/virtual_visits, Maastricht 

University (NL) https://vod.maastrichtuniversity.nl/, Pomona College (CA-USA) 

https://admissions.pomona.edu/portal/visit-campus, University of Twente (NL) 

https://www.twentepathway.nl/news/online-open-day-May19, Wheaton College (MA-USA) 

https://admission.wheatoncollege.edu/portal/virtually-wheaton-campus. 

 

Year 12: Supercurricular activities The BBC radio series In Our Time offers a wonderful range of 

intellectual discussions, from Picasso’s Guernica (Art) https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07mdlx7, 

Dorothy Hodgkin (Chemistry) https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0008wkk, W.H. Auden (English) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000cc0r and George Sand, alias Amantine Lucile Aurore Dupin, 

(French) https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000dxsr, to Paul Adrien Maurice Dirac (Theoretical 

Physics) https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000fw0p, and Federico García Lorca (Spanish) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0006dss.  

 

Years 11 and 12: Online experiences InvestIN offers a range of online experiences designed to help 

students choose their future career path. These experiences include Law, Investment, Marketing, 

Medicine, Architecture and Entrepreneurship. For more details and to book a place on one of these 

online experiences, go to https://investin.org/collections/programmes.   

 

M.D. Grant, Guidance Counsellor, Campus des Nations mark.grant@ecolint.ch 
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