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Year 12: Notes from a webinar on 28-May-19 by Johns Hopkins University (MD-USA) In common 

with all leading institutions in the USA, Johns Hopkins University conducts a holistic review on each 

applicant. The areas under consideration include academic character, community engagement, 

extracurricular activities, personal qualities and regular contributions. Since applications are assessed 

on an individual basis, there is no minimum requirement for entry. Rather admissions staff are looking 

at whether a student will be a good match. There are questions that students should address in their 

application. When were they academically challenged and how did they overcome this? What are they 

most proud of and why? Which class has had the greatest impact on their thinking or perception? And 

there are questions which the guidance counsellor and teachers should address in their letters of 

recommendation. Who is the student? How do they make the most of the opportunities available to 

them? How do they interact in the classroom? How do they collaborate with others? What is the quality 

of their work? How do they demonstrate intellectual curiosity? Do they have a positive impact? How do 

they respond to problems, whether personal or academic, through their own initiative? Not everything 

that a student does need to be included. In the letters of recommendation neither the guidance counsellor 

nor the teachers are being assessed on their qualifications. There is no need for a biography about past 

teaching posts. To answer the questions specific examples, avoiding the use of clichés, are preferred. 

One page for the letters of recommendation is sufficient and, because fine prose from the guidance 

counsellor or teachers does not sway decisions, bullet points can happily be employed. Admissions staff 

particularly like to see how an applicant’s performance compares to others in the same class. For Johns 

Hopkins University it does not matter which teachers write the required two letters of recommendation 

– it could perfectly well be two science teachers – but other institutions may have specific requirements. 

These need to be checked carefully on the pages of the relevant admissions websites.  

 

Year 12: Preparation for UK university tests Oxford, Cambridge, Warwick and Imperial may ask 

students to sit tests as part of the entry process. Where applicable, past test papers can be found on the 

websites of the respective universities. It is recommended that students print out these test papers and 

try completing them in the designated times. For marking afterwards answer sheets are usually provided. 

If a problem seems insurmountable, subject teachers can be asked for help. While the guidance 

counsellor can advise on when and where these tests may be sat, specialist knowledge about science, 

economics, mathematics and other academic areas must necessarily be sought elsewhere. There are also 

educational companies which offer support for these tests in physical classes or online. Among these 

are https://www.kaptest.co.uk (for UCAT, BMAT, HPAT), https://oxbridgeapplications.com/ (for HAT, 

ELAT, MAT, PAT, TSA, UCAT, BMAT) and https://www.blackstonetutors.co.uk/ (for UCAT, 

BMAT). Any student intending to sign up for one of these courses does so at their own risk. Neither the 

school nor the guidance counsellor can offer any endorsement. How the tests are used is neatly 

summarised on the website of the University of Oxford. ‘Tests give us an extra piece of information for 

every student who has applied for a given course, wherever they are from. Considered together with the 

other elements of the application, this helps us to identify the very best candidates. However, there is no 

specific mark that will guarantee your application will be shortlisted. The tests vary each year, and your 

test score will be considered alongside the scores of other students who apply for your course.’ 

 

Year 12: UCAS For applicants to UK universities who wish to start their UCAS form, registration is 

simple at https://2020.undergrad.apply.ucas.com/appreg/SecurityServlet. To link the UCAS form to the 

school, and thereby allow for the reference and predicted grades to be added, the Buzzword is Galba68.  

 

Year 12: Notes from a visit to Loyola University of Maryland (MD-USA) on 09-Apr-19 There are 

some 4,000 undergraduates and 800 postgraduates. Over 81 per cent of these live on campus. Behind 

the educational model is the Jesuit tradition. This emphasises the individual – the average class size is 

just twenty, which reduces to sixteen in the senior/final year – and simultaneously service to others. 

Radiating from the core curriculum, which lies at the heart of liberal arts, are majors and minors in over 

forty academic disciplines. Among the more popular subjects are psychology, accountancy and business 

studies. A new major in forensic studies has just been introduced. For the undecided applications can be 

made without declaring a major. Students have up to the end of the first semester of the 
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sophomore/second year to come to a decision. Study abroad programmes, internships and community 

service opportunities abound. Entry can be effected with or without SAT or ACT. Thus a score of 

upwards of 30 points in the IB diploma will be considered favourably on its own. The campus is a 

pleasure to walk around. Gracing the main quadrangle is an elegant Tudor-style mansion, dating from 

1895, that now houses part of the humanities department. For recreation there are more than 150 clubs 

and societies. The sports facilities are outstanding. For more details go to https://www.loyola.edu/.  

 

Year 12: Notes from a visit by The College of St Scholastica (MN-USA) on 09-May-19 The College 

of St Scholastica is situated in Duluth on the shores of Lake Superior. The campus, spread across 86 

acres, is set apart from the city. Located at its heart is a small monastery of Benedictine Sisters, who 

founded the institution at the close of the nineteenth century. This religious heritage helps to promote 

the wonderful atmosphere of safety and the core values of hospitality, respect and stewardship that 

students carry forward into their lives. There are just under two thousand students, one hundred of whom 

are international. Rather than focus on each other, international students at The College of St Scholastica 

engage fully with Americans, families hosting them at home for traditional events such as Thanksgiving. 

Thus for students who want really to mix with Americans, this is an ideal place. The most popular majors 

include business, health sciences, physical therapy and theatre. Performing arts otherwise play a major 

role in college life, nearly a quarter of the student body involved one way or another, whether with 

instrumental music, singing in the choir or acting on the stage. Recent performances have included 

Hamilton and Romeo and Juliet. Student societies abound, one of the most popular being gaming. The 

old chapel houses a beautiful library. Elegant buildings are in fact a feature of the campus. Duluth is 

often voted as the premier city in the USA for outdoor pursuits. Students make use of this, for example 

sailing on Lake Superior and rock climbing in Utah. Duluth is also a college city. Besides The College 

of St Scholastica, there are the University of Minnesota and Duluth Business University. Solid 

endowments allow for merit-based scholarships of up to $25,000 per annum. Entry does not require 

SAT or ACT. A score of at least 30 in the IB diploma should allow for a reasonable chance of 

admittance. For more details go to http://www.css.edu/.  

 

Year 12: Notes from a visit by UCLA (CA-USA) on 15-May-19 UCLA was founded for research. 

Unusually, two undergraduate research centres exist, in arts and engineering respectively. One billion 

dollars is available for research. The idea of research pervades all the courses. Extracurricular activities 

are another way of looking at broadening career, especially if particular classes cannot be fitted within 

the timetable. Film could thus be taken as an extracurricular activity alongside an engineering major. 

Los Angeles can be mined for its wealth of internships. California is one of the most prosperous areas 

in the world and so affords a plethora of opportunities. A third of the classes offer general education. 

Someone intending to major in engineering, for example, still needs to study literature and humanities. 

This breadth is one of the great advantages of an American education. A third of the classes allow for 

focus on the chosen major. And a third is given over to electives and study abroad programmes. UCLA 

is usually voted as having the best food of any campus. As Ecolint as a whole does not publish predicted 

grades, students should not guess them on the application form, but rather leave the space blank. 

Successful applicants typically secure 38 out of 42 (omitting core points from Theory of Knowledge 

and Extended Essay) in the IB diploma. Leadership outside the classroom may be interpreted broadly: 

traditionally with captaining a sports team, but otherwise by taking the initiative, perhaps when doing 

everything quietly behind the scenes. SAT or ACT are needed. SAT scores must include the writing 

section. The admissions staff do not superscore. If an applicant has already focused on a major, then a 

particular school can be chosen, but if no decision has yet been made, then the first year allows for the 

majors and minors of the future to be introduced. For more details go to http://www.ucla.edu/.   

 

Years 11 and 12: University Fair La Châtaigneraie will be hosting the CIS International University 

Fair between 18:00 and 20:30 on 01-Oct-19. To book a place go to https://www.cois.org/colleges-and-

universities/events/geneva-fair. Bus 813 (direction Crassier) leaves from outside Coppet railway station 

at 17:35 and 18:05. Bus 813 (direction Coppet) leaves from Châtaigneriaz at 19:18 and 20:18. The 

journey takes five minutes and the campus is just a short walk from Châtaigneriaz.  
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